600  Baptist  student  leaders 
train  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

“Be  flexible  and  pray  a  lot,”  was  the  to  God’s  purposes  for  you  this  sum-  T 
most  quoted  advice  given  to  90  student  mer.”  f  ' 

summer  missionaries  during  orienta-  The  90  summer  missionaries  will  j  I  ’  *  J|b 

tion  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  work  alongside  home  and  foreign  1  ' 

Weaver  McCracken,  associate  in  career  missionaries.  All  of  their  ex-  »  jSL  m 
the  Department  of  Student  Work,  penses  are  being  paid  by  fellow 
which  sponsors  BSU,  attributed  the  students  who  are  raising  approx- 
quotation  to  FYank  Gunn  Jr.,  a  staffer  imately  $100,000  for  the  efforts.  ■|||[|||||^ 
at  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  who  aid-  Another  speaker,  Ken  Smith,  a  jjjM 

ed  in  orientation.  Mississippian  who  is  now  pastor  of 

The  students  were  commissioned  at  First  Church,  Pompano  Beach,  Fla., 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  during  talked  about  how  Baptist  students  can 
the  spring  Leadership  Traini^  Con-  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
ference  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Stu-  others. 

dent  Union.  The  weekend  meeting  at-  “If  there’s  ever  been  a  time  the  ^ 

tracted  about  600  students  and  near-  kingdom  of  God  needed  to  manifest  S.  « 

ly  200  parents  of  the  summer  itself  in  the  life  of  the  believer,  it  is  4 

missionaries.  now,”  he  said.  a  1 

Said  McCracken  in  his  charge  to  the  Referring  to  the  biblical  story  in 
student  missionaries:  “You  will  work  Luke  5  of  Jesus  recruiting  the 

alongside  missionaries  from  other  fishermen  as  disciples.  Smith  said  '*  .  ^ 

states.  You  will  undoubtedly  see  great  that  “the  commonplace  was  the  K«*>  Smith 

variation  in  levels  of  commitment  to  beginning  of  holy  work.”  He  said  that  Speaker  Victor  Davis,  director  of 
mission  service.  But  we  have  great  the  call  of  God  in  our  world  “was  not  black  church  relations  with  the 
confidence  in  you  because  you  have  on  a  stained  glass  building,  but  on  a  Foreign  Mission  Board,  recounted  a 
come  from  Mississippi  BSUs  and  fish-smelling  place.”  story  of  the  violinist  Izzak  Perlman 

they’re  the  best.”  Smith  said  that  when  the  fishermen  playing  what  the  audience  thought 

McCracken  added  that  in  being  lefttheir  nets  (which  were  full  of  fish)  was  a  Stradivarius  violin,  worth 
flexible  and  praying  a  lot,  “you  make  they  left  everything.  “Not  10  percent,  thousands  of  dollars, 
your  life  and  will  open  and  sensitive  not  40  percent,”  said  Smith.  In  the  middle  of  his  concert,  he 

KS  smashed  it  to  pieces.  Then  Perlman 

_  told  the  crowd  it  was  a  cheap 

and  produced  the  stradivarius  which 
sounded  no  different  than  the  first. 

Davis,  quoting  Perlman,  ‘The 
melody  isn’t  the  instrument, 
the  hands  and  heart  of  him  who  plays 
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Davis  challenged  the  students  to 
“put  yourselves  in  God’s  hands  that  he 
may  equip  and  empower  us.” 

Lloyd  Lunceford,  missionary  to 
Ihiwan,  spoke  of  the  availability  of  the 
world  here  in  the  United  States.  He 
said  that  there  are  25,000  students  in 
the  States  from  both  Thiwan  and  from 
mainland  China. 

“Missions  isn’t  a  matter  of 
geography,  it’s  a  matter  of  your 
heart,”  said  Lunceford. 

Nicholas  is  director.  Office  of  Com¬ 
munication,  MBCB. 


’91-92  BSU  officers  elected 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  commissioned  summer  missionaries  with  symbols  of  their 
service  —  towels. 


These  are  the  new  officers  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union.  From  left,  they 
are  Ed  Abel,  director  advisor,  Southwest  Mississippi  Community  College;  Renee  Sap- 
pington,  vice  president,  Mississippi  College;  Scott  Marler,  president,  Co-Lin  Com¬ 
munity  College;  Melanie  Groner,  secretary,  Mississippi  State  University;  Gervaise 
Chuah,  executive  committee.  University  of  Mississippi;  Carolyn  Peters,  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  Itawamba  Community  College;  and  Heather  McCullar,  executive  committee. 
Blue  Mountain  College. 

Not  pictured  are  Larry  Braidfoot,  faculty  advisor,  provost  and  vice  president  of 
academic  affairs  at  William  Carey  College,  and  John  Gibson,  pastor  advisor,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Greenwood. 


Critical  needs  cited  for  acceptance 
of  bivocational  ministers  in  SBC 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  accep¬ 
tance  of  bivocational  ministry  is  in¬ 
creasing  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  but  not  as  quickly  as  the  need 
for  dual-career  ministers,  according 
to  several  SBC  officials. 

“The  image  of  bivocational 
ministers  is  being  lifted,”  said  Dale 
Holloway,  program  consultant  for 
bivocational  ministries  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  “We’re  making  pro¬ 
gress,  but  it’s  much  too  slow.” 

Holloway  contends  one  reason  for 
the  hesitancy  of  some  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  embrace  bivocational 
ministers  is  a  misunderstanding  of 
their  background  and  training. 

“Many  people  still  see  bivocational 
pastors  as  non-professional,  eighth- 
grade  dropouts,  but  that  just  isn’t 
true,”  Holloway  said.  A  denomina¬ 
tional  survey  showed  37  percent  of  the 
10,000  Southern  Baptist  bivocational 
pastors  have  17  years  or  more  of  for¬ 
mal  education.  In  addition,  38  percent 
were  employed  in  secular  jobs 
classified  as  “professional  or 
managerial.” 

In  addition  to  bivocational  pastors, 
about  32,000  ministerX  of  music  are 


part  time,  volunteer,  or  bivocational, 
as  are  thousands  of  ministers  of 
education,  youth,  children,  and  other 
church  staff  members. 

Bunch  cited  several  reasons  for  the 
slowly  growing  acceptance  of  bivoca¬ 
tional  minist^.  Sagging  economics 
and  population  shifts  in  some  areas 
have  left  many  Baptist  churches 
unable  tojiay  the  salary  of  a  full-time 
pastor.  These  church^  are  finding 
their  needs  can  be  met  1^  bivoca¬ 
tional  ministers.  Bunch  said. 

Another  factor  is  the  feeling  among 
^me  ministers  that  bivocational 
ministry  provides  greater  financial 
security.  Bunch  said.  Other  ministers 
simply  have  other  job  skills  they  want 
to  keep  in  use. 

The  contribution  of  bivocational 
ministers  is  vital  to  Southern  Baptist 
church  planting  efforts.  Bunch  said, 
especially  in  newer  convention  areas. 

“We  have  very  heavy  usage  of 
bivocational  pastors  in  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  and  Rhode 
Island,”  said  'Ibm  Moncrief,  missions 
division  director  for  the  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  New  England.  “Our 
associate  director  of  missions  in 


Rhode  Island  is  attempting  to  ap¬ 
proach  church  planting  with  bivoca¬ 
tional  ministry  as  his  main  strategy.” 

Despite  the  needs  in  newer  conven¬ 
tion  areas,  bivocational  pastors  are 
concentrated  in  the  South.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  more  than  50  percent  of  pastors 
in  Alabama  are  bivocational,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Holloway. 

“We’re  hoping  some  bivocational 
ministers  wiU  see  this  as  a  challenge,” 
Holloway  said.  “There  is  a  desperate 
need  for  church  planters  in  the  East, 
West,  and  North.” 

Bivocational  pastors  do  face  uniqiK 
problems,  such  as  balancing  their 
secular  careers  and  church 
ministries.  They  also  have  less  time 
for  ministry-related  responsibilities, 
such  as  visitii^,  witnessing,  and  ser¬ 
mon  preparation.  Still,  th^  bring  uni¬ 
que  strengths  to  their  ministries  as 
well. 

“Bivocational  minist^  necessitates 
shared  leadership  within  the  church,” 
Holloway  said,  “^urch  members  are 
strengthened  by  becoming  involved  in 
ministry  themselves.” 

Alford  writes  for  BSSB. 


Islam  is  on  the  move 

The  number  of  people  praying  to  the  Allah  of  Islam  is  increasing  faster  than 
the  number  praying  to  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Of  the  world's  5.3  billion 
people,  nearly  1  billion  now  are  Muslims.  Since  the  turn  of  the  century,  Islam 
has  soared  468  percent  worldwide,  while  fhristianity  has  grown  by  315  percent. 

Muslims  comprise  the  majority  in  some  40  countries  —  and  they  are  in¬ 
creasing  ei^t  times  faster  than  the  populations  of  such  developed  countries 
as  the  United  States. 

“Islam  challenges  the  very  heart  of  Christianity  in  denying  the  deity  of 
Christ,”  said  Pete  Dunn,  a  Southern  Baptist  media  worker  in  the  Middle  East. 
Muslims  also  believe  that  someone  other  than  CTirist  died  on  the  cross  and 
that  the  Koran  has  superseded  the  Bible  as  God’s  authoritative  word  to 
mankind. 

The  death  and  destruction  so-called  Christian  crusaders  inflicted  on 
Muslims  centuries  ago  still  fuel  friction  between  the  two  faiths. 

Muslims  also  know  an  open  commitment  to  Christ  will  bring  harsh 
resistance  from  relatives  and  the  community.  Anyone  who  leaves  Islam  breaks 
“the  most  sacred  ties  of  family,  tribe,  nation  and  brings  upon  himself  social 
ostracism,  being  branded  henceforth  as  a  traitor,”  one  missionai7  noted. 
“Freedom  of  religion  is  an  idea  foreign  to  Islam.”  One  Muslim  man  in  Kenya 
states,  “1  hav^  no  son,”  to  anyone  who  asks  about  his  son  who  dared  to  believe 
in  Christ. 

“Islam  is  a  challenge,”  acknowledged  Frances  Fuller,  a  Southern  Baptist 
publications  worker  in  the  Middle  East,  “but  it’s  not  the  enemy.  Satan  is  the 
enemy  competing  with  us  for  the  souls  of  men.  The  lost  are  his  victims.  Could 
Islamic  renewal  be  God’s  way  of  making  us  notice  these  people  who  were  lost 
long  before  they  scared  us?” 

—  News  Briefs,  FMB,  SBC 
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A  SURE  GRIP  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


Guy  Henderson 


Technocrats 


Unprecedented  progress  in  baldness,  cherry-flavored  Geritol,  or  years  led  them  to  expect  much,  and 
technological  innovation  is  the  finding  a  good  buy  in  cemetery  lots,  high  hopes  have  been  shattered  «i  the 
hallmark  in  the  waning  years  of  the  Not  so  with  the  convertible  auto-  rocks  of  realism.  They  are  crying  for 
second  millenium.  Every  year  we  are  lovers.  They  are  talking  “my  new  PC,  hope,  the  rush  to  the  flag  in  the  Iraqi 
reminded  that  we  stand  at  the  dawn  faxing  the  figures  to  France,  or  run-  war  being  a  prime  example.  They  ask 
of  a  new  era.  I’ve  lived  through  so  ning  a  graph  in  four  colors  and  three  that  church  programs  fit  man^not 
many  of  these  dawns  I  find  myself  dimensions.’’  tailor  man  to  fit  church  programs, 

yearning  for  the  still  waters  and  The  so-called  baby  boomers  (bom  -pu  u/hn  havp  anforoH 

gr^n  pastures.  between  19«  and  1964)  s^mingly  are  wholehSrtedlyhitothe^dom 

Like  or^t,  ready  or  not,  experiencing  a  new  hunger  for  amazing  spiritual  eneVgy 

Megatrends  2,000  is  knocking  at  the  religion.  Baby  boomer  churches  are  translated  into  some  unique 
door.  Awesome  challenges  and  growing.  Moreover,  an  authentic  ministries.  It’s  people  they  are  in- 
twhnical  advancement  are  in  the  of-  reali^tion :  the  church  ^t  is  not  l^lism.  A  Chinese 

fmg  and  you  go  with  the  flow  or  the  reaching  baby  boomers  will  die.  T^y  ^b  sa^ :  “He  who  sacrifices  his 

steamrollers  flatten  you.  One  tech-  are  reachable  and  responsive  with  a  to  ambition  hnrnc  a  nio- 

bound  “aficionado”  observed,  “If  the  healthy  respect  for  culture  and  even-  ^ 

auto  industry  had  made  progress  to  tually  traditions. 

match  the  computer  industry  in  the  Newsweek  accused  the  boomer  In  the  long  run,  they  will  have  lit- 
last  30  years,  a  Rolls  Royce  would  church  of  practicing  “salad-bar  tleregardforthechurchwhichcom- 
cost  you  $2.50  and  get  2,000,000  miles  spirituality;”  sacrificing  gospel  truth  promises  convictions  just  to  reach 
per  gallon.”  for  something  for  everyone.  'The  apos-  people.  They  will  love  the  church  will- 

In  the  book  Dying  for  Change,  Leith  tie  Paul  said  he  became  “all  thin^  to  ing  to  change  methods  in  order  to 
Anderson  says  that  “baby  boomers  all  men”  but  some  churches  are  nof  reach  people.  This  type  of  church  is 
hdld  a  disproportionate  influence  over  willing  to  go  after  the  boomers.  Ad-  growing,  and  there  are  hundreds  of 
our  society  —  from  our  cola  to  our  justments  cause  great  difficulty,  boomers  looking  for  it.  It  may  mean 
churches.  In  fact,  their  influence  is  fields  white  unto  harvest  are  out  of  changing  Sunday  School  to  Mon^y 
even  greater  than  their  numbers,  focus,  and  a  church  fails  to  see  the  night,  moving  the  Wednesday  evening 
They  consume  51  percent  of  all  goods  portunities.  The  boomers  were  rais-  activity  period  to  Saturday  morning, 
and  services  in  America ;  and  81  per-  ed  in  a  generation  that  questioned  the  or  the  whole  church  taking  a  day  to 
cent  of  American  journalists  are  baby  establishment  and  challenged  it  at  build  a  house  for  a  homeless  family, 
boomers,  bringing  their  perspectives  every  intersection.  Change  was  a  way  Today  the  hope  of  the  church  is  the 

and  prejudices  into  almost  everything  of  life  and  they  thrived  on  it.  boomer  generation.  We  must  seek  to 

others  read  and  see  in  the  news.”  Today  many  boomers  are  disap-  understand  the  concerns  and  interest 
This  fact  manifests  itself  in  our  pointed,  disillusioned,  and  living  on  of  this  energetic  group,  tap  into  it,  and 
small  talk.  Let  me  get  with  my  peers,  the  border  of  despair.  The  optimism  train  and  equip  the  leaders  of  tomor- 
and  we  talk  about  a  new  cure  for  and  affluence  of  this  country’s  mid-  row’s  church. 


•  I  WILL  IKtfTeUCT  THEE  AND  TEACH  THEE  IM  THE 
WAY  WHICH  THOU  ^ HALT  GO  "  ^  /Xd/M  8 


In  some  ways  it  was  like  other  funerals.  There  were  pallbearers,  a  body, 
and  sorrowful  family  and  friends.  However,  the  body  was  in  a  foreign 
casket  made  of  African  mohogany.  The  congregation  came  from  foreign 
countries,  several  states  in  the  U.S.,  and  from  many  places  in  Mississippi. 
Dot  Pray  played  the  organ  as  the  people  gathered. 

There  were  pastors.  I  saw  Milton  Scott  of  Morton,  Bill  Webb  of  Meri¬ 
dian,  Clarence  Cooper  of  Grenada,  Sonny  Adkins  of  Forest,  and  John 
McCall,  Mississippi  College  Missionaries  came  in:  James  Foster  of 
China  and  the  Philippines;  Raymond  Kolb  of  Brazil;  Charles  Deevers 
of  Africa ;  Larry  Oxen  formerly  of  Burkina  Faso,  and  others  I  did  not  see. 
WMU  was  represented  by  women  from  across  the  state,  including  Mrs. 
Owen  Cooper  who,  along  with  her  late  husband,  has  encouraged  hun¬ 
dreds  of  missionaries.  laymen  came.  I  saw  Famo  Green  from  Ruth, 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  Southern  Baptist  umbrella 


By  George  E.  Meadows 

In  the  closing  address  to  the  Bap-  believer  to  doctrinal  independence  for  Baptist  Record,  an  article  declared 
tist  World  Alliance,  June  25,  1911,  each  (Christian  forces  a  strait-jacket  that  two  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
George  W.  Truett  said,  “Thank  God,  upon  Christianity  that  cannot  stand  tion-affiliated  churches  are  receivi^ 
the  nations  of  the  world  are  sending  the  test  of  biblical  examination.  Acts  members  who  have  not  been  baptiz- 
us  many  of  their  noblest  sons  and  2:45  declares,  . .  they  continued  ed  (immersed).  Recently,  members 
daughters  ....  along  with  that  steadfastly  in  the  apostle’s  doctrine.”  of  one  of  our  Southern  ^ptist  chur- 
number  comes  a  vast  alien  force  Nearly  the  entire  fifteenth  chapter  of  ches  in  the  metropolitan  area  of 
which  shall  put  a  strain  upon  Acts  is  devoted  to  settling  a  doctrinal  Jackson  shared  how  their  pastor 
American  institutions  . . .  that  shall  controversy.  serves  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  the  bride 

try  us  to  the  last  desperate  degree.  Even  a  casual  glance  at  church  and  groom  during  the  wedding 
‘Wide  open  and  unguarded  stand  our  history  reveals  that  Baptists  have  ceremony.  The  above  pastors  have 
gates  .  . .  O  Liberty, ...  is  it  thus  well  always  gathered  New  Testament  referred  to  themselves  as 
to  leave  the  gates  unguarded?’ ’’Pro-  scriptures  together  in  “Confessions  of  “moderates.” 
phetic  words!  Faith,”  “Articles  of  Faith,”  and  Recently,  my  wife  and  I  visited  in 

“In  God  We  Trust;”  “One  Nation  “Church  Covenants.”  The  Baptist  the  home  of  prospects  for  our  church. 
Under  God;”  investigation  of  these  Faith  and  Message  stands  as  the  cur-  We  felt  so  welcome.  At  a  point  in  our 
historic  statements  reveals  the  (Sod  of  rent  concise  biblical  statement  of  conversation,  the  lady  of  the  house 
the  Bible  —  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  what  Southern  Baptists  believe.  said,  “I  taught  Simday  School,  from 
Framers  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  William  Clarey,  considered  many  Baptist  literature,  in  the  Episcopal 
Bill  of  Rights,  greatly  influenced  by  as  the  father  of  modem  missions,  church  for  15  years.  The  priest  knew 
Baptists,  designed  a  nation  founded  heard  a  Baptist  preacher  say,  “When  it  and  did  not  care.”  My  iminediate 
upon  Christian  principles  with  God  wants  to  convert  the  heathen,  he  response  was,  “If  you  unite  with  our 
religious  freedom  for  all.  Could  it  be  will  do  so  without  your  help  or  mine.”  church,  you  cannot  teach  Episcopal 
that  those  historic  words  have  Baptists  listening  to  the  Lord  of  the  literature.” 

metamorphosed  into  the  “unknown  church  never  let  the  misguided  Many  today  speak  of  non¬ 
god”  to  whom  the  citizens  of  Athens  brother  deter  them.  Alexander  Camp-  denominational  churches.  There  are 
had  erect^  an  altar?  bell,  a  Baptist  preacher,  decided  that  none.  The  non-denomirational 

Could  Truett  possibly  have  had  in  baptism  was  essential  to  salvation  become  “The  Non-Denominational 
mind  Southern  Baptists  as  he  uttered  and  when  he  could  not  lead  astray  the  Denomination.”  A  tragic  picture  is 
those  carefully  chosen  words?  A  Bap-  masses  of  Baptists,  he  founded  the  given  in  Revelation  17  of  a  “church” 
tist,  bedrock,  Bible  doctrine  is  the  Church  of  Christ.  anxious  to  please  and  receive 

priesthood  of  the  believer.  The  New  Recently,  a  young  man,  with  g^t  everyone,  but  did  not  endeavor  to 
Testament  knows  one  High  Priest  —  potential,  speaking  as  home  missions  please  the  Lord.  “O  Liberty  ...  is  it 
Jesus  Christ.  Through  him  each  guest  in  our  church  declared,  “Fun-  thus  well  to  leave  the  gates  unguard- 
Christian  has  access  to  the  Father,  damental  Baptists  believe  that  bap-  ed?” 

Each  CTiristian  is  a  priest  unto  God.  tism  by  immersion  is  essential  to  Meadows  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Attempts  to  push  the  priesthood  of  the  salvation.”  In  a  recent  edition  of  the  Florence. 


and  Ron  Kyzar,  whose  brother  and  family  are  missionaries  in  Cketa  Rica. 

Steirfianie  Bethea  was  playing  “Amazing  Grace”  mi  the  flute  when  Lyn¬ 
da  Bethea’s  family  came  in.  Ralph  Bethea  still  had  his  left  arm  in  a  sling 
and  his  face  bore  the  marks  of  the  struggle  with  the  highway  robbers. 
Ralph  III,  the  oldest  son,  Joshua,  13,  Luke,  12,  and  Lizette  followed  in 
a  pretty  pink  dress.  A  pink  ribbon,  tied  by  hands  other  than  her  mother’s, 
was  in  her  hair. 

The  combined  choir  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  Morrison  Heights 
Church  of  Clinton  sang  “Lift  Up  The  Lamb.”  Frank  Pollard,  First  Oiurch, 
Jackson,  speaking  on  b^lf  of  the  family,  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
Kenya  government  and  police  and  to  the  host  of  Kenya  churches.  Joseph 
Maisha,  pastor  of  Ushindi  Baptist  Church  in  Momba^,  brought  greeting 
and  expr^sed  sympathy  from  the  Kenya  government  and  ^e  churches. 

Everyone  stood  to  sing  “Have  Faith  In  God.”  Ralph’s  good  arm  was 
around  9  year  old  Lizette.  Joshua’s  arm  was  around  his  father.  The  en¬ 
tire  family  seemed  to  be  drawing  strength  from  each  other,  as  well  as 
from  the  Lord. 

John  Lockhart  of  First  Church,  Richmond,  Thxas,  Ken  Alford  of  Mor¬ 
rison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  and  James  Draper  of  First  (Tiurch, 
Euless,  Texas,  pray^,  read  scriptures,  and  spoke  of  the  blessings  receiv¬ 
ed  from  crusades  in  Africa  and  long  friendships. 

Frank  Pollard  spdce  of  Lynda  Bethea  as  being  an  encourager  like  Bar¬ 
nabas,  a  servant  like  Dorcas,  and  a  Martha  serving  in  the  kitchen. 
Among  Lynda’s  last  w(Htis,  “Tliey  just  need  Jesus,”  expressed  her  heart’s 
desire. 

Draper  mentioned  that  it  could  well  be  a  pivot  in  world  missions  in¬ 
spiring  all  of  us  to  tell  those  we  know  about  Jesus.  Missionaries,  pastors, 
and  Christian  workers  would  realize  anew  (jod’s  claim  and  priority  in 
our  lives.  The  entire  service  had  a  positive  note  undersconng  a  firm 
belief  in  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 

David  (^ippard,  Sarasota,  Fla.,  led  the  closing  prayer.  The  family  and 
congregation  joined  hands  and  sang  “Because  He  Lives.”  ’The  funeral 
service  was  over;  the  memories  remain. 
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Pastors  study  medical  insurance  for  small  churches 


names 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Greg 
Warner,  36,  associate  editor  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness,  has  been 
named  the  first  full-time  editor  of 
Associated  Baptist  Press. 

His  unanimous  election  to  the  post 
of  executive  editor  was  announced  by 
Charles  Overly  of  Washington,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  directors  of  ABP. 

Warner  will  assume  his  new  duties 
May  1  and  maintain  his  headquarters 
in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

A  native  of  Oneida,  N.Y.,  Warner  is 
a  1976  magna  cum  laude  graduate  of 
FlcHida  Southern  (College  in  Lakeland, 
Fla.,  where  he  grw  up.  He  received 
a  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  in  Fort  Worth,  llexas,  in 
1980  and  a  master  of  arts  degm  in 
journalism  from  the  University  of 
North  Ibxas  in  Denton  in  1985. 

The  foundation  for  Associated  Bap- 


DALIAS  (BP)  —  A  special  commit¬ 
tee,  comprised  mostly  of  pastors  of 
small  churches,  has  concluded 
without  a  change  in  Southern  Baptist 
polity  there  can  be  no  true  group 
medical  plan  for  small  Southern  Ba^ 
tist  churches.  *  j 

Annuity  Board  President  Paul  W. 
Powell  created  the  12-member  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  fall  of  1990.  A.  Elarl  Potts, 
former  executive  directiH'-treasurer 
for  the  Alabama  Baptist  State  Con¬ 
vention,  was  chairman. 

Powell  asked  the  committee  “to 
determine  whether  there  is  any  area 


of  the  (liurch  Life  and  Health  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Annuity  Board  to  which 
group  underwriting  principles  and  ad¬ 
ministration  may  be  applied.” 

Creation  of  the  committee  was 
prompted  ty  Powell’s  desire  to  have 
refvesentative  participants’  direct  in¬ 
put  into  possible  ways  to  slow  the  need 
for  increasing  premiums  in  tte 
Church  Comprdi^ive  Medical  Plan. 

After  thr^  all-day  meetings  in 
Dallas,  Mdth  individual  research  by 
members  in  10  states,  the  committee 
concluded  without  compulsory  par¬ 
ticipation  of  churches  and  their 


employees  there  can  be  no  group  plan 
for  churches  with  fewer  than  10 
emplc^ees. 

GeneraUy,  a  group  plan  (^fers  lower 
rates  than  an  ‘Association”  plan,  such 
as  the  church  medical  plan.  (?roup 
plans  have  compulsory  participation 
of  all  or  a  great  majority  of  eligible 
persons.  The  compulsory  participa¬ 
tion  is  more  likely  to  ensure  that  there 
are  enough  healthy  people  to  pay  the 
cost  of  claims  for  the  sick. 

The  smaller  the  group,  however,  the 
more  risk  there  is  for  a  few  large 
claims  to  have  a  major  impact  on 


rates.  Though  an  association  plan 
may  have  thousands  of  participants, 
the  right  to  move  in  and  out  (rf  the  plan 
disrupts  the  risk  spread  and  costs  the 
plan  excessive  claims.  This  is  the  case 
in  the  church  medical  plan. 

'Diough  the  Church  Comprehensive 
Medical  Plan  has  more  than  24,(X)0 
participants,  it  is  not  a  true  group 
because  participants  have  the  right  to 
get  out  at  will. 

Anyone  who  is  employed  by  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  for  20  hours 
a  week  can  apply  for  coverage. 
Evidence  of  good  h^lth  is  required  to 


get  into  the  church  medical  plan.  But 
the  plan  never  has  cancelled  or  in¬ 
dividually  raised  the  cost  to  a  partici¬ 
pant  who  has  high  or  frequent  claims. 

That  commitment  the  Annuity 
Board  has  resulted  in  a  growing 
percentage  of  participants  who  have 
at  least  one  family  member  covered 
who  is  uninsurable.  It  is  estimated 
that  as  many  as  5,000  covered  in¬ 
dividuals  would  be  unable  to  secure 
coverage  elsewhere. 

llie  committee  found  nothing  in  any 
state  exactly  matched  the  Annuity 
(See  mSURANCE  on  page  4) 


Phillip  and  Sheila  Marshall 


Kenneth  and  Christine  Mauldin 


tist  Press  was  laid  July  7, 1990,  after 
a  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Press  Association,  the  organization  of 
Baptist  state  newsjournals,  in 
Grapevine,  Texas.  The  formation  of 
ABP  was  announced  July  17, 1990,  im- 


Greg  Warner 

mediately  after  the  Southern  Baptist 
Executive  Committee  fired  A1 
Shacklefo^  director  of  Baptist  Press, 
the  official  news  service  of  the 


Southern  Baptist  (Convention,  and  Dan 
Martin,  news  editor  for  the  service. 

The  July  7  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Press  Association  had  been 
called  because  the  firings  were 
imminent. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  by  that 
organization  at  the  time,  but  a  ^up 
of  Baptist  state  paper  editors  laid  the 
foundation  for  Associated  Baptist 
Press  and  chose  its  board  of  directors, 
which  functions  as  an  autonomous, 
self-perpetuating  body. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Press 
Association  endorsed  the  concept  of 
ABP  immediately  after  its  formation. 
However,  there  is  no  structural  con¬ 
nection  between  ABP  and  the  press 
association.  Baptist  Press,  or  any 
Southern  Baptist  agency. 

Warner,  who  was  present  when  for¬ 
mation  of  ABP  was  announced  July 
17,  said  he  felt  at  the  time  a  keen 
desire  to  be  a  part  of  it. 

“The  Baptist  Press  firings  made  it 
clear  to  all  Southern  Baptists  that 
freedom  of  the  press,  which  had  been 
(See  EDITOR  on  page  4) 


Total  missionary  force  reaches  3,880 


BALTIMORE  (BP)  —  Trustees  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  re-elected 
a  Kentucky  pastor  as  chairman,  ap¬ 
pointed  31  missionaries  and  heard  a 
report  on  efforts  to  aid  Kurds  and 
otter  refugees  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
war. 

The  appointments,  including  25  new 
missionaries  and  six  reappointees, 
bring  the  total  force  to  3,880  mis¬ 
sionaries  assigned  to  121  countries. 

Hancock,  noting  that  rumors 
around  the  l^uttem  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  indicate  the  board  plans  to  move, 
said  the  study  is  being  done  to  ex¬ 
amine  “facilities  and  resource 
management  to  maximize  the 
stewai^hip  of  Southern  Baptists.” 

‘The  word  ‘relocation’  is  not  the  im¬ 
portant  word,”  he  said,  noting  otter 
Southern  Baptist  agencies  have  done 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

studies  of  facilities.  ‘The  important 
word  is  ‘stewardship'  of  resources  and 
facilities.” 

“If  we’re  where  (jod  wants  us  to  be 
as  far  as  our  address  is  concerned 
right  now,  all  of  us  ought  to  feel  good 
if  God  says  ‘Stay  there’  after  the  study 
is  over,”  Hancock  said.  “If  we’re  not 
where  God  wants  us  to  be  on  this  cor¬ 
ner  or  where  he  would  want  us  to  be 
in  the  year  2025,  then  we  ought  to  be 
doing  something  to  help  those  who 
will  follow  us  to  have  some  direction 
in  getting  where  God  wants  us  to  be” 

Parks  announced  Zeb  Moss, 
associate  area  director  for  Eastern 
and  Southern  Africa,  has  been  nam¬ 
ed  to  succeed  Bill  O’Brien  as  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  public  affairs. 
O’Brien  left  the  board  March  1  to 
become  director  of  a  new  global 


Mary  and  David  Sills 


Linda  Smith 


Foreign  Board  appoints 
seven  from  Mississippi 


strategies  center  in  the  Beeson  School 
of  Divinity  at  Samford  University, 
Birmingham,  Ala.  Moss,  61,  is  a 
32-year  mission  veteran  whose  work 
has  ranged  from  media  consultation 
to  mission  administration. 

IVustees  amended  an  action  from 
their  February  meeting  that  would 
have  eliminate,  by  attrition  at  the 
end  of  their  present  terms,  12  Virginia 
trustees  elected  to  the  board. 

The  amendment,  which  will  be  sent 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Executive 
Committee  and  then  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  for  approval, 
makes  it  possible  for  any  of  the  12 
eligible  for  a  second  term  to  be  re¬ 
elected  if  the  SBC  chooses  to  do  so. 
After  that  the  positions  would  cease 
to  exist. 

O’Brien  is  on  the  staff  of  FMB. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  -  Seven 
Mississippians  were  among  31  people 
named  missionaries  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  SBC,  April  9  in 
Baltimore  (Md.)  Arena. 

As  missonary  associates,  Kenneth 
and  (Christine  Mauldin  will  live  in 
Guyana,  where  he  will  start  and 
develop  churches  and  they  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  a  variety  of  outreach 
ministries.  Since  19^  he  has  been 
pastor  of  Gentian  CJhurch,  Columbus, 
Ga. 

Born  in  Fairfield,  Ala.,  Mauldin 
received  the  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Auburn  University  and 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Since  1982  he  has  been  an  adjunct 
professor  at  Brewton-Parker  College 
in  Mount  Vernon,  Ga. 

Born  in  Amory,  Miss.,  Mrs. 
Mauldin,  the  former  Lteistine  Works, 
considers  Columbus,  Ga.,  her 
hometown.  She  is  a  teacher’s  aide  at 
Clubview  School  in  Columbus. 

The  Mauldins  have  three  grown 
children. 

Mary  and  David  Sills  will  live  in 
Ecuador,  where  he  will  start  and 


develop  churches  and  they  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  a  variety  of  outreach 
ministries. 

Since  1988  he  has  been  pastor  of 
Lula  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.  Bom  and 
reared  in  Jackson,  Sills  is  the  son  of 
T.  D.  Sills  Jr.  and  Virginia  M.  Sills, 
both  of  Jackson. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Belhaven  College  and  ex¬ 
pects  to  receive  the  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  degree  from  New  Orleans. 

Born  in  Alexandria,  La.,  Mrs.  Sills, 
the  former  Mary  Phillips,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hop  Philli|K 
of  Jackson.  Both  consider  Lula  their 
home  church;  Briarwood  Drive 
Church  also  was  influential  in  their 
Christian  growth. 

She  attended  tte  University  of 
Southern  Mississiptn.  Currently  she  is 
an  administrative  assistant  with 
Volunteers  of  America  in  New 
Orleans. 

Tte  Sillses  have  two  children; 
(Christopher  Michael,  born  in  1983; 
and  Molly  Catherine,  1986. 

Philip  and  Sheila  Marshall  will  live 
in  Thailand,  where  he  will  start  and 
(See  SEVEN  on  page  4) 


The  Second  Front  Page 

MuptxBt  Eworh 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 
Thursday,  April  25,  1991  Published  Since  1877 


PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  April  2S,  IWl 


MBC  annuals  mailed  this  week 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  1990  annuals  will  be  mailed  out  Ainil 
24.  Names  and  addresses  of  all  churches  will4)e  included.  Consult  your 
1990  SBC  annual  for  names  and  addresses  of  church  staff  members. 


May  2:  Day  of  Prayer 
in  Mississippi,  nation 


Ma^  2  will  mark  the  40th  con¬ 
secutive  observance  of  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer.  The  theme  of  this 
year’s  nationwide  celebration  is 
“Prayer  Wprks  for  America.”  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  George  Bush  are  serv¬ 
ing  as  honorary  chairmen  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Day  of  Prayer. 

President  Bush  in  his  1990  National 
Day  of  Prayer  Proclamation  said,  “I 
ask  my  fellow  Americans  to  join  with 
me  in  prayer  for  oui;  children.  Let  us 
strive  to  help  each  of  them  to  sink 
their  roots  into  the  rich  soil  of  God’s 
love  for  the  beings  he  has  made  in  his 
own  image.  Let  us  show  them  through 
prayer  that  we,  too,  like  our  nation’s 
founders,  seek  shelter  —  our  rock  and 
our  salvation  —  in  the  arms  of  God.” 

Endowing  unanimous  action  of  both 
houses  of  Congress,  Presidrat  Reagan 
sigi^  a  bill  on  May  5, 1988,  making 
National  Day  of  Prayer  the  first 
Thursday  of  every  May. 

Governor  Ray  Mabus  signed  a  pro- 
claraatioo  March  18,  proclaim^  May 
2, 1991,  as  Day  of  Prayer  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  encouraged  ‘^ch  citizen  to 
participate  in  his  or  her  own  manner 
and  pray  for  unity  of  the  hearts  of  all 
mankind. 


“The  National  Day  of  Prayer  Task 
Force  of  the  National  Prayer  Commit¬ 
tee,  an  independent,  non¬ 
governmental  group,  would  like 
everyone  to  rec(«nize  this  day  as  a 
day  to  acknowledge  our  dependence 
upon  God;  give  thanks  for  the  many 
blessings  our  country  has  received 
through  the  years;  recognize  our  need 
for  personal  and  corporate  renewal  of 
mo^  values;  seek  God’s  guidance  for 
our  nation’s  governmental  and  com¬ 
munity  leaders;  commit  ourselves  to 
the  restoration  of  marriage  and  fami¬ 
ly  commitments;  and  intercede  for 
healing  and  reconciliation  within  our 
nation.” 

“When  we  pray,  we  are  reaching  for 
and  employing  a  powerful  resource  — 
the  God  in  wMch  98  percent  of 
Americans  claim  to  believe  May  we 
reach  out  for  the  power  and  peace  that 
God  off^.  Let  prayer  work  in  and  fw 
American  families!”  said  Debra  H. 
White,  Laurel,  coordinator  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Day  of  Prayer  in  the  state 

For  more  information  and 
resources  contact  National  Day  Of 
Pray«;  Debra  H.  White,  coordinator. 
Route  1,  Box  906,  Laurel,  MS  39440 
(phone:  601-428-4162). 


INSURANCE 

From  page  3 

Board  plan.  While  some  competitive 
plans  —  especially  preferred  provider 
organizations  —  were  found  cheaper, 
no  comprdiensive  plan  was  found  that 
would  allow  ministers  to  take  the 
coverage  to  all'  30  states.  Only  the 
church  plan  guarantees  this  kind  of 
“portability,”  a  feature  important  to 
pastors  and  other  staff  members  who 
may  move  frequently. 

Addressing  plan  design,  the  com¬ 
mittee  singled  out  three  changes  on 
Jan.  1  it  felt  hurt  the  church  plan’s 
competitive  position:  increase  of 
deductible,  increase  of  co-payment 
limit,  and  capping  of  maternity 
beneflts. 

The  committee  recommended  of¬ 
fering  less  costly  options  by  July  1, 
1991;  consider  tiering  of  rates  ft  it 
would  improve  enrollment  of  healthy 
individuals;  and  restudying  materni¬ 
ty  as  an  extra  cost  rider. 


From  page  3 


develop  churches  and  they  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  a  variety  of  outreach 
ministries.  Born  in  Bangkok, 
Tliailand,  Marshall  is  the  son  ^  Mr. 
and  Mi^  Ralph  Marshall  of  Baka;  La. 
His  father  is  a  retired  Southern  ^p- 
tist  minister.  His  parents  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Thailand  for  ten  years. 

While  growing  up  he  also  lived  in 
Natchez,  and.B^er. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  science 
in  business  administration  d^ree 
from  Mississippi  College  and  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  Mid- 


Powell  resists  tiering  of  rates.  “We 
have  said  that  we  won’t  cancel 
anyone’s  insurance  because  of  high  or 
frequent  claims.  ’Tiering  of  rates 
means  raising  the  cost  for  the  people 
who  have  claims.  This  year  we  rais¬ 
ed  the  deductible  and  co-payment 
limit  for  everybody  in  an  eff(^  to  shift 
a  reasonable  amount  of  the  [rian  cost 
to  people  who  benefit  the  most.  'Dus 
plan  design  change  cut  the  monthly 
rate  increase  dramatically.  Eighty- 
seven  percent  of  our  participants  had 
increases  of  10  percent  or  less  on  Jan. 
1. 

“Thirteen  percent  of  those  had  no 
increase  at  all.” 

Powell  added  he  was  frankly 
pessimistic  about  one  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  ’The  group  ask¬ 
ed  the  Annuity  Board  to  explore  with 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  the 
possibility  of  a  convention-wide 
special  offering  to  supplement  the 
Church  Compitdliensive  Medical  Plan. 

“In  1990,”  said  PoweU,  “it  would 


America  Seminary  in  Memj^. 

Born  in  Waycross,  Ga.,  Mte.  Mar¬ 
shall,  the  forma'  Sheila  ’Ttuash,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  ’Thrash 
of  Decatur,  Miss.  She  grew  up  in 
Decatur  and  considers  (H^-Venable 
Church  there  her  home  church. 

She  received  the  associate  arts 
degree  from  E^t  Central  Communi¬ 
ty  Ck>lle^  and  the  bacheks:  of  science 
in  business  administration  degree 
from  Mississiroi  College 

She  was  a  ^ptist  Student  Union 
summer  missionary  in  Arizona.  Since 
1990,  she  has  been  a  typing  instructor 
at  Clarke  COUege. 

The  Marshalls  have  two  children: 
Laura  Elizabeth,  born  in  1966;  and 
Marilyn  Kellie,  1987. 

Lin^  A.  Smith  will  live  in  Hong 


have  taken  $6.5  million  Just  to  break 
even.  In  orda  for  a  supplement  to  be 
really  meaningful,  it  would  need  to  be 
twice  that.  It  would  have  taken  a  8iq>- 
plement  of  $13  million  or  more  to 
place  us  in  a  good  competitive  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  commercial  plans  that 
are  getting  our  young,  healthy  ihx>- 
spects.  Thafk  nearly  10  percent  of  the 
national  Cooperative  Program 
budget,  and  I  doubt  the  viability  of 
such  an  idea  in  today’s  economic  and 
denominational  climate  If  you  want 
to  talk  about  a  true  subsidy,  it  would 
take  a  special  offering  of  as  much  as 
$50  million.” 

“The  thing  we  desperately  need,” 
said  Powell,  “is  for  every  church  to 
properly  care  for  the  servants  ttiQr 
have  called  to  be  their  ministers.  If 
every  church  would  do  what  is  right 
by  tteir  pastor,  we  wouldn’t  have  a 
problem.  There  are  thousands  of 
preachers  who  can’t  afford  our  good 
medical  plah  or  anybody’s  good 
medical  plan  because  their  churches 
don’t  provide  enough  support.” 


Kong,  where  she  will  promote 
religious  education  and  be  involved  in 
a  variety  of  outreach  ministries. 

Since  1963  she  has  worked  on  the 
staff  of  First  Church,  Canton.  For  four 
years  she  was  minister  of  youth  and 
for  three  years  was  minister  of 
education. 

Born  and  reared  in  Jackson,  she  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Smith.  ^  considers  Calvary  Church, 
Jackson  her  home  church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  William  Carey  (foUege, 
and  the  master  of  religious  education 
degree  from  Southwestern. 

All  of  the  new  appointees  will  go  to 
Rockville,  Va.  in  May  for  seven  weeks 
of  orientation  before  leaving  for  the 
field. 


Cooperative  Missions,  MBCB 
plan  for  prison  ministry 


A  projected  1996  opening  date  for  a 
minimum-  to  medium -security 
federal  pri^  in  Yhzoo  City  has  given 
new  incentive  to  the  Coop^tive  Mis¬ 
sions  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  invention  Board.  With  the 
opening  of  the  Yeaoo  City  facility,  the 
approximately  80,000  unchurched  peo¬ 
ple  affected  by  involvement  with  the 
Mississippi  jail  and  prison  systems 
will  rise  considerably,  according  to 
Neron  Smit^  consultant  for  Christian 
social  ministries.  Cooperative  Mis- 
siiMis  Department,  MBCB. 

Smith  divides  those  80,000  into  four 
audiences:  prisoners,  ex-prisoners, 
those  who  work  with  them  (guards, 
wardens,  etc.),  and  the  families  of  all. 

Presently,  the  Convention  Board’s 
only  work  in  this  area  is  with  the 
famUies  of  prisoners,  mostly  at 
Parchman  through  Sunflower 
Association  and  director  of  missions 
there,  Charles  Jones.  With  three 
federal  institutions,  17  work  camps, 
and  numerous  community  jails 
across  Mississippi,  the  Cooperative 
Missions  Department  and  the  (inven¬ 
tion  Board  see  a  need  to  reach  these 
80,0(X)-plus  people 

Although  any  announcement  of  a 
new  ministry  vrould  be  premature,  ap¬ 
proval  was  recently  ^nted  for  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  need  for  a  jail  and 
prison  ministry.  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer,  asked  the 
Convention  Board  for  that  approval  in 


Men  in  general  judge  more  from  ap¬ 
pearances  than  from  reality.  All  men 
have  eyes,  but  few  have  the  gift  of 
penetration.  —  Machiavelli 


August  1990,  when  the  scope  of  need 
be^n  to  be  seen. 

Smith  has  been  challenged  to  come 
up  with  a  training  system  for  lay  peo¬ 
ple  and  local  churches.  His  dream,  he 
says,  for  an  effective  jail  and  prison 
ministry  “is  a  comiH«hensive  one 
which  speaks  to  all  four  (previously 
mentioned)  audiences.  ’The  key  would 
be  to  build  a  netwoiii  of  local  church¬ 
es,  each  of  which  would  determine 
that  it  is  their  ministry.” 

The  major  stumbling  block  in  get¬ 
ting  this  ministry  out  of  “the  dream 
stage”  and  into  reality  has  been  the 
lack  of  information  about  this  very 
speciHc  area  of  witness.  According  to 
Smith,  who  has  undertaken  the  task 
of  ^eaning  information  on  how  to 
train  witnesses  for  jail  and  prison 
ministries,  the  ultimate  goal  is  “to  ex¬ 
tend  the  local  church’s  contact  with 
prisoners  beyond  just  one  hour  a 
week.  We  can  work  through  missions 
development  to  call  out  th^  who  God 
intends  to  work  in  this  area. 

“We  hope  to  incorporate  literacy 
and  other  work,  teach  pe<^le  to  do  the 
one-on-one  witness  tlut  is  required, 
and  establish  a  network  for  this 
ministry,”  Smith  says.  “Education  is 
the  key  right  now.” 

’The  (^operative  Missions  Depart¬ 
ment  hopa  to  be  able  to  announce  a 
strategy  for  a  new  jail  and  prison 
ministry  “by  the  end  of  the  year,”  says 
Smith.  “Its  time  has  come.” 


'The  fate  of  civilization  is  like 
needlework.  You  can  take  it  up  and 
worry  about  it  at  odd  moments.  — 
Frank  Sullivan 


EDITOR 

From  page  3 

such  an  important  part  of  our 
denominational  heritage,  had  been 
seriously  compromised,”  Warner 
said.  “The  Executive  Committee 
proved  itself  an  unflt  guardian  of  that 
freedom,  which  made  establishment 
of  ABP  as  an  independent,  non- 
aligned  news  service  a  moral  and 
practical  necessity.” 

The  news  service  got  underway  last 
September  through  the  auspices  of 
Craig  and  Associates,  a  communica¬ 
tions  consultit^  Hrm  in  Nashville, 
with  Dan  Martin  working  as  interim 
editor  through  the  Oaig  office.  The 
ABP  board  of  directors  took  over 
operation  of  the  service  Jan.  15  and 
began  the  search  for  a  permanent 
editor. 

“The  directors  of  ABP,  and  all 
freedom-loving  Baptists,  owe  a  debt 
(rf  gratitude  to  Floyd  Craig,  Craig  and 
Associates,  and  Dan  Martin,  who 
helped  get  the  dream  of  ABP  off  the 
ground,”  said  Don  McGregor,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  ABP.  “Swthern 
Baptists  will  benefit  from  their  com¬ 
mitted  efforts  for  years  to  come” 

Since  September  ABP  has  been 
distributi^  news  stories  to  secular 
and  religious  media  througl^t  the 
nation  by  facsimile  reproduction.  The 
service  plans  to  begin  electronic 
distribution  soon  alter  the  new  office 
is  opened  in  Jacksonville,  according 
to  McGregor,  editor  emeritus  of  the 
'The  Baptist  Record,  newsjournal  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Warner  will  Iw  ABP’s  first  salaried 
employee.  Plans  call  for  an  editorial 
assistant  as  quickly  as  that  position 
can  be  filled,  McGregor  said,  and  for 
a  system  of  corespc^ents  to  be  put 
in  place  throughout  the  nation. 

Warner  became  associate  editor  of 
the  Witness,  newsjournal  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Convention,  in  1965. 


Previously  be  was  news  coordinator 
for  the  Radio  and  ’Television  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Fort  Worth  from  1960-85.  He 
also  has  b^n  a  newswriter  for  the 
public  relations  department  of 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Public  Relations  Association  since 
1961.  He  has  twice  w(m  that  organiza¬ 
tion’s  grand  prize  for  writi^,  the 
Frank  Burkhalter  Award,  in  1966, 1990. 
He  is  the  only  state  newspaper 
employee  ever  to  win  the  award, 
which  is  rated  by  secular  judges. 

Joining  Overby  on  the  13-member 
board  of  directors  are  two  state  Bap¬ 
tist  paper  editors,  Julian  Pentecost  of 
Vir^nia  and  R.(i.  Puckett  of  North 
Clarolina.  McGr^or,  who  is  retired, 
was  an  active  editor  when  the  board 
was  fcMmed. 

Another  journalist,  Raymond 
McDaniel,  retired  editor  of  the 
Shreveport  Times  and  a  member  of 
the  IxMrd  of  Louisiana’s  Baptist 
Message,  is  a  board  member,  as  is 
(]arl  Kell,  professor  of  communica¬ 
tions  at  Western  Kentucky  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Bowling  Green. 

A1  Shacklelord,  the  former  director 
of  Baptist  Press  and  former  editor  of 
two  state  Baptist  newspapers,  serves 
on  the  board.  ’Two  pastors  are  James 
Pleitz  of  Park  Cities  CSiurch  in  Dallas, 
and  Donald  Sharp  of  Faith  Thbernacle 
Church  in  Chicago. 

Four  board  members  are  women. 
Judy  Strother  of  Mountain  Home, 
Ark.,  is  a  partner  in  a  law  firm  with 
her  husband.  Lane,  who  serves  on  the 
board  of  the  Arkansas  Baptist 
Newsmagazine. 

Cather^  Allen  is  the  directm-  of 
the  Sesqwcentennial  Conunission  for 
Samford  University  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.  Ardelle  Gemons  is  a  pastor’s 
wife  in  Greenville,  S.C.  Anna  Olive 
Bannister  lives  in  Augusta,  Ga. 

Jack  Brymer.  editor  of  the  Florida 


Baptist  Witness,  commended  his 
associate.  “Greg  Warner  has 
distinguished  himself  as  an  articulate 
and  courageous  journalist  not  only  in 
the  Southern  Bap^t  Convention  but 
throughout  the  religious  community,” 
Brymer  said. 

in  addition  to  Warner’s  journalism 
skills,  Brymer  praised  his  associate 
as  “an  outstanding  churchman,  fami¬ 
ly  man,  and  a  dear  personal  friend.” 

Warner  and  his  wife,  Cheryl,  have 
been  members  of  Hen^cks  Avenue 
Church  in  Jacksonville  since  1966.  The 
couple  has  two  children  —  son  Dane, 
7,  and  daughter  Shawn,  4. 

Moss  to  succeed 
Bill  O’Brien 

BALTIMORE  (BP)  -  Zeb  Moss,  61, 
a  missions  veteran  whose  work  has 
ranged  from  media  consultation  to 
mission  administration,  will  succeed 
Bill  O’Brien  as  executive  director  of 
public  affairs  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  SBC. 

As  head  of  the  public  affairs  office. 
Moss  will  administer  liaison  relation¬ 
ships  with  other  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  entities  and  direct  the 
FMB’s  Global  Desk.  In  the  latter  role 
he  will  monitor  the  status  of  ^obal 
evangelization  and  work  as  liaison 
worldwide  with  other  evangelical 
denominations  that  share  the  same 
goal. 

Moss, .a  North  Carolina  native, 
brings  32  years  of  missions  experience 
to  his  new  role  Since  August  1967  he 
has  been  the  Richmond-based 
associate  area  director  for  eastern 
and  southern  Africa. 

From  1974-87  he  was  stationed  in 
Nairobi,  Kenva,  as  media  conr>ultant 
for  the  board’s  Africa  region. 


Practical  help  for  personal  worship, 

A  Daily  Quiet  Time 


1.  Have  il  in  the  satne  place  and  at  the  same  time  everyday. 

2.  Spend  a  minimum  of  IS  minute:^. 

3.  Have  a  Bible,  pen.  paper  with  you  (within  72  hours,  we  forget 
9S*  of  any  impressions  we  receive.  Remember,  the  shortest  pencil 
is  longer  than  the  longest  memory). 

4.  Make  it  a  priority  and  do  it  at  your  best  lime,  not  during  left-over 
time. 

5.  Come  expectantly!  You  have  an  audience  with  the  King  of  Kings. 

6.  Don't  let  dry  days  discourage  you! 

7.  Remember  the  three  parts  of  a  quiet  time; 

a.  Talking  with  God 

b.  Listening  to  God 

c.  Meditating  on  His  Word. 

8.  As  you  read  a  verse,  is  there  any.  .  . 

.  .  .example  for  me  to  follow? 

.  .  .command  for  me  to  obey? 

.  .  .error  for  me  to  avoid? 

.  .  .sin  for  me  to  forsake? 

.  .  .promise  for  me  to  claim? 

.  .  .new  thought  about  God  Himself? 

9.  As  you  pray.  .  . 

Adoration— reflect  on  His  greatness.  His  majesty,  and  His 
sovereignty! 

Coofess'/on— make  sure  every  known  sin  is  acknowledged  to  God 
and  forsaken. 

Thanksgiving— express  your  appreciation  to  God. 
5upp/icarion— ask  for  the  specific  needs  of  others  and  yourself. 
10.  Don't  substitute  religious  activity  at  church  for  your  own  personal 
daily  quiet  time. 


START  TODAY!!! 


Board  employees  serve 
churches  through  prayer 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

“We  want  people  of  our  larger  Bap-  burdens,  or  needs  that  they  want  to 
tist  family  —  in  churches  across  the  share  may  call  anyone  at  the  Ba^ist 
state  —  to  know  that  we,  the  staff  here  Building  ( 968-3800)  and  share  the  re¬ 
in  the  Baptist  Building,  believe  in  quests.  Every  employee  in  the 
prayer  and  stand  ready  to  support  Building  has  been  given  a  prayer  re- 
them  in  prayer,”  said  Julius  quest  form  on  which  to  enter  th^  re- 
Thompson.  quests.  Then  the  forms  are  to  be  com- 

Director  of  the  Church  Administra-  piled  in  a  notebook  in  the  prayer  room 
tion-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  so  that  those  entering  the  (wayer  room 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  during  each  day  may  consult  the 
Thompson  is  also  chairman  of  the  prayer  notebook  and  lift  up  prayers 
Bold  Mission  Prayer  Thrust  Coor-  concerning  the  requests.  Also  the 
dinating  Committ^  for  the  state.  notebooks  will  have  a  section  for 
Last  3?ear,  on  Oct.  5,  a  new  prayer  praise  for  answered  prayers, 
room  was  dedicated  at  the  Baptist  Second,  prayer  requests  from  the 
Building.  “It  has  been  the  dream  of  churches  may  be  shared  with  Conven- 
our  executive  director.  Bill  Causey,”  tion  Board  personnel  when  they  visit 
said  Tompson,  “that  pra^r  would  be  the  church^  to  lead  conferences  or  to 
a  significant  part  of  the  life  and  work  serve  in  some  other  manner, 
of  the  Baptist  Convention  Board  staff,  throughout  the  state  They  in  turn  will 
personally  and  as  a  Baptist  Building  relay  those  requests  to  the  prayer 
family.  Also  we  want  churches  to  notebo(A  in  the  prayer  room, 
know  we  want  to  serve  them  through  Forty-five  Baj^ist  associations  in 
a  prayer  ministry,  as  well  as  teaching  the  state  have  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
them  mechanics  and  methods  . . . .”  prayer  committees.  associations 
Two  ways  have  been  suggested  for  are  encouraging  the  local  churdies  to 
receiving  prayer  requests  from  the  establish  intercessory  prayer 
churches.  First,  those  who  have  cares,  ministries. 


Porter  makes  June  SBC 
attendance  forecast 

By  Herb  Hollinger 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Attendance 


Porter  had  some  suggestions  for 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  those  wanting  to  register  early  but 
BapUst  Convention,  June  4-6,  in  Atlan-  who  will  face  a  long  line, 
ta  may  be  down  from  recent  record  ‘Ttont  stand  in  line  at  4  pm.  on  Sun- 

registrations  if  the  predictions  by  Lee  day  or  at  8  a.m.  on  Monday  .  . .  Come 
Porter,  SBC  registration  secretary,  about  30  minutes  later  and  you  will 
are  accurate.  register  in  about  five  minutes!” 

Porter’s  forecast  of  20,000  to  22,500  Messengers  must  bring  proper 
mesrongers  would  be  larger  than  any  credentials  from  their  church^, 
previous  convention  prior  to  1985,  ex¬ 
cept  Atlanta  in  1978  when  22,872 
registered.  Dallas,  in  1985,  is  still  the 
record  with  45,519,  followed  by  Atlan¬ 
ta,  1986,  with  40,987,  and  last  year’s 
convention  in  New  Orleans  which 
registered  38,403. 

Porter’s  accuracy  in  predicting 
messengers  counts  has  been  im¬ 
pressive  since  his  election  in  1977.  His 
predictions  have  been  within  10  per¬ 
cent  of  the  actual  figures  every  year 
since  1978  with  the  exception  of  the 
record  Dallas  crowd. 


is  staying  should  also  be  noted  in  case 
of  emergencies,  said  Porter. 

Churches  having  questions  about 
the  registration  proce&s  can  contact 
Porter  at  (615)  251-2181. 

Hollinger  is  vice-president  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 


Thursday,  April  25,  1991 

MBMC’S  CANCER  PROGRAM: 

An  extensive  follow-up  to  improve  patient  care 

By  Jean  B.  May 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  gram.  “It  assists  in  documenting  data  we  need  to  help  with  the  treat- 
has  one  of  the  largest  caseloads  of  quality  control  and  allows  jus  to  see  ment  of  our  patients  and  to  see  how 
rancer  patients  in  the  state,  with  more  how  we  stand  nationally  with  our  we  compare  on  a  national  level 
than  1,500  new  cancer  patients  and  ap-  treatment  results.  The  tumor  MBMC’s  Tumor  Registry  plays  a  very 
proximately  5,000  cancer-related  ad-  registrars  do  an  exceptional  job  of  important  role  in  the  Cancer  Program 
missions  annually.  Its  cancer  pro-  processing  the  information  to  make  it  by  collecting,  processing,  and  retriev- 
^am  recently  was  awarded  another  quickly  available  to  the  physicians.”  ing  data  to  make  the  program  work.” 
three-year  approval  by  the  Commis-  MBMC’s  registry  staff  consists  of  “I  feel  what  we  do  as  registrars  is 
Sion  on  Cancer  of  the  American  Col-  four  registrars.  All  are  accredited  not  just  paperwork,”  said  Pam 
lege  of  Surgeons.  Four  major  com-  medical  room  technologists,  and  three  Barlow,  MBMC  tumor  registrar 
pwients  of  the  program  consists  of  the  are  certified  tumor  registrars.  supervisor.  “It  is  gratifying  to  be  able 

^mor  Registry,  the  Multi-  The  Multi-Disciplinary  Cancer  to  accumulate  and  process  informa- 
Disciplmary  Cancer  Committee,  Committee  of  MBMC  meets  monthly  tion  that  can  be  beneficial  to  a  physi- 
p®“®'^"ces/Tumor  Boards,  and  is  responsible  for  planning,  in-  cian  in  the  treatment  of  a  patient 
Studies.  itiating,  and  stimulating  Cancer  Pro-  That  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  Tumor 

MBMC  s  Tumcir  ^gistry  is  a  gram  activities.  Primary  respon-  Registry  —  and  the  Cancer  Program 
system  for  collecting  informatioiTon  sibilities  include  professional  as  a  whole  —  to  provide  information 
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i‘'OR  SALE:  Large  Hammond 
ORGAN  —  $2,000.00;  Kimbal  con¬ 
sole  piano,  like  new  —  $1,500.00. 
Excellent  church  instruments. 
(601)  682-7748. 


For  $25  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Tbm  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  ( In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


SBC  Forum  considers 

ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP)  —  'The  Forum,  Inc.,  said  John  H.  Hewett, 
possible  dissolution  of  the  SBC  Forum  president  and  pastor  of  First  Church 
will  be  a  focus  of  its  eighth  annual  of  Asheville,  N.C. 
meeting  scheduled  June  3  at  the 

Wieuca  Road  Church  in  Atlanta.  The  Forum  was  created  at  the  SBC 

The  Forum  is  one  of  a  number  of  meeting  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  1984. 
meetings  scheduled  by  Southern  Bap-  The  group  will  consider  disbanding 
tists  prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  because  its  purpose  has  been  met  by 
Sout^m  Baptist  Convention,  June  the  convocation  of  The  Baptist 
4-6,  in  Atlanta.  Fellowship,  said  Hewett.  The 

Although  the  program  will  not  be  Fellowship  is  a  coalition  of  mcxlerates 
available  until  May  1,  notice  of  the  who  plan  a  convocation  in  Atlanta  in 
possible  dissolution  of  the  group  was  May.  Fellowship  spokesmen  have  in- 
needed  to  fulfill  legal  obligations  of  dicated  they  felt  displaced  in  the 
the  Ttexas  non-profit  corporation,  SBC  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efficient/friendiv  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  plans 
for  your  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transportation.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849,  or  out  of 
state  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  2554, 
Laurel.  MS  39442. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


CHRISTIANS  BEWARE:  "The 
Sin  Unto  Death.”  Taped  sermon, 
$5.00.  Rev.  Keith  D.  Swartz.  Rt.  1 
Box  134,  .4shland,  MS  .38603. 


FOR  SALE:  PASTOR’S  tape 
library,  sermons,  Bible  studies, 
songs,  from  leading  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders.  $1.00  per  tape.  (601) 
983-2769. 


FOR  SALE:  Model  1975  church 
BUS,  54  passenger,  actual  miles 
33,071  —$1,500.  Call  (601)  287-2819 
or  call  287-2777. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Radio-TV  begins  operation 
of  faith  and  family 


Need  free  hymnals? 

Editor; 

Our  church  has  about  100  Baptist 
Hymnals  which  we  would  like  for 
some  church  or  organization  to  have. 
Some  of  the  hymnals  are  pretty  rough 
and  others  are  in  very  good  condition. 
All  of  the  hymnals  are  of  the  1975 
edition. 

Our  telephone  number  is  (601) 
254-7701.  The  books  are  free.  Reci¬ 
pients  may  pick  them  up  or  pay 
postage  to  have  them  shipped. 

Robert  M.  Moore  Sr. 

Morgan  City  Baptist  Church 

Box  256 

Morgan  City,  MS  38946 


First  love 

Editor: 

A  most  interesting  and  challenging 
book.  Rediscovering  Your  First  Love, 
by  Ronald  F.  Bridges,  has  really 
touched  my  life  and  ministry.  My 
heart  is  saddened  as  I  think  of  all  the 
controversy  going  on  in  our  beloved 
convention. 

Bridges  brings  to  mind  in  several 
ways  that  we  have  lost  our  ‘Tirst  love” 
of  our  relationship  with  the  Lord  and 
got  involved  in  many  lesser  things.  He 
compares  our  present  situation  to  the 
church  of  Ephesus,  “But  I  have  this 
against  you,  that  you  have  left  your 
first  love.” 

Bridges  eloquently  states  the  follow¬ 
ing:  “Jesus  declar^  earlier  that  the 
greatest  commandment  is  to  love  God 


matters  were  unimportant,  but  the 
overemphasis  placed  on  them  caused 
the  people’s  love  and  devotion  to  God 
to  take  a  back  seat.  They  became  so 
concerned  with  theological  matters 
that  the  warm,  intimate  devotion  they 
once  eagerly  expressed  to  God  faded 
into  meetings,  debates,  and 
theological  discussions.  And  the  Lord 
rebuk^  them  for  it.” 

I  believe  strongly  that  most,  if  not 
all,  of  our  bickering  and  carrying  on 
will  cease  if  we  will  come  back  to  our 
“first  love,”  and  get  on  with  the 
business  of  breaking  through  the  bar¬ 
riers  and  help  extend  God’s  Kingdom. 
Now  is  the  time  for  us  to  return  to  “our 
first  love”  and  share  that  love  with 
others. 

David  Hulsey 

Kosciusko 


Source  of  mailing  list? 

Editor: 

This  week  I  received  a  letter  from 
Jerry  Falwall  asking  for  a  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  permanent  endowment 
fund  of  Liberty  University.  I  certain¬ 
ly  have  no  intention  of  contributing  to 
a  non-Southern  Baptist  institution. 

However,  I  am  very  puzzled  by  the 
fact  that  he  had  my  name.  I  wonder 
what  the  source  of  this  mailing  list 
was. 

Paul  H.  Leber  Sr.,  pastor 
High  Hill  Church 
Neshoba  County 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The 
Radio  and  Television  Commission 
began  operation  of  FamilyNet,  a 
broadcast  television  faith  and  family 
network  April  1.  The  network 
previously  was  owned  by  Old  Time 
Gospel  Hour  and  Liberty  Broadcast 
Network  of  Lynchburg,  Va.  Both  en¬ 
tities  are  a  part  of  the  ministry  of 
Jerry  Falwell. 

The  purchase  was  authorized  by 
RTVC  trustees  in  January. 

The  purchase  will  multiply  the 
outreach  of  commission  program¬ 
ming,  said  RTVC  President  Jack 
Joh^n.  “FamilyNet  is  accessible  to 
some  ten  to  twelve  nullion  not  now  be¬ 
ing  reached  by  the  RTVC’s  ACTS  net¬ 
work,”  Johnson  said. 

‘That  means  we  can  more  than  dou¬ 
ble  the  potential  for  preach^  the 
gospel  to  the  people  of  America.” 

A  number  of  RTVC  programs  began 
airing  on  FamilyNet  April  1,  Johnson 
said,  and  others  will !:«  added  later. 
He  said  “COPE,”  a  live  call-in 
counseling  program,  will  be  carried 
on  teth  networks  each  afternoon. 

“Sunshine  Factory,”  a  children’s 
program  produced  by  RTVC  person¬ 
nel,  will  be  on  FamilyNet,  along  with 


By  Madge  Hammond 

“The  Baptist  Hour”  and  “Invitation  to 
Life,”  a  weekly  evangelistic  service. 

The  $200,000  cash  paid  for 
FamilyNet  came  from  funds 
reallocated  by  trustees  from  the 
1990-91  fixed  asset  budget  of  the  com¬ 
mission.  No  other  cash  payments  are 
to  be  made,  and  no  borrowed  funds 
were  required  to  complete  the  pur¬ 
chase,  Johnson  said. 

As  a  part  of  the  purchase,  RTVC  of¬ 
ficials  said,  the  “Old  Time  Gospel 
Hour”  will  be  carried  daily  on  both 
FamilyNet  and  ACTS.  The  air  time  us¬ 
ed  on  the  two  networks  will  be  charg¬ 
ed  a^inst  a  $3  million  program  time 
credit  that  will  be  amortized  at  the 
regular  rates  charged  other  program¬ 
mers  on  FamilyNet  and  ACTS,  the  of¬ 
ficials  said.  At  present  rates,  they 
said,  the  credit  would  be  used  com¬ 
pletely  in  less  than  three  years,  and 
if  rates  are  increased  in  the  future,  the 
increases  would  be  passed  along  to 
“Old  'Time  Gospel  Hour.” 

The  RTVC  trustees  will  consider 
Restated  Articles  of  Incorporation 
and  Bylaws  for  FamilyNet  at  a 
scheduled  meeting  April  9,  according 
to  Johnson. 


network 


“We  will  recommend  the  elected 
commissioners  also  form  the  board  of 
directors  of  FamilyNet,”  Johnson 
said.  “We  want  it  clearly  understood 
that  both  FamilyNet  and  ACTS  are 
under  the  control  of  trustees  elected 
by  and  responsible  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  There  will  be  no 
outside  directors,  and  no  one  other 
than  the  duly  constituted  conunission 
trustees  and  personnel  will  have  any 
control  over  the  activities  of  the 
Radio-TV  Commission,  ACTS,  or 
FamilyNet,”  Johnson  said. 

Both  networks  will  carry  programs 
produced  by  many  different  church 
and  denominational  programmers. 
‘The  Radio  and  'Television  Commis¬ 
sion  is  committed  to  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission,”  Johnson  said.  “Our  assign¬ 
ment  is  to  proclaim  the  gospel  and  we 
take  that  mission  very  seriously,”  he 
added.  “The  purchase  of  FamilyNet 
will  open  a  door  of  opportunity  that 
could  enable  us  to  touch  as  many  as 
25  percent  of  the  television  housdiolds 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  is  a 
challenge  we  must  meet,”  Johnson 
concluded. 

Hammond  writes  for  RTVC. 


Congress  addresses  pro-life  issues 

By  Paul  G.  Jones  II 


with  all  our  heart,  soul,  mind,  and 
strength  (Mark  12:29, 30).  Therefore, 

loving  God  should  be  the  top  priority  Since  addresses  are  bought  and  sold 
for  every  believer.  But  the  people  of  on  the  open  market,  it  is  difficult  to 
the  church  at  Ephesus  had  drifted  know.  THE  BAPnS’T  RECORD’S  ad- 
from  their  original  devotion  to  Him.  dresses  cannot  be  given  to  others 
They  became  preoccupied  with  without  an  executive  decision  — 
theological  matters.  Not  that  those  Editor. 


Two  major  pro-life  issues  are  tie  10  funding.  Senator  can  be  reache 

presently  tefore  the  U.S.  House  of  Federally  funded  clinics  are  engag-  the  address  below  or  b 
Representatives.  The  issues  involve  ed  in  a  campaign  to  flood  Congr^  224-3121  (Capitol  SwiU 

the  several  thousand  clinics  which  with  mail  calling  for  the  elimination  The  Honorable _ 

receive  federal  tax  dollars  to  provide  of  pro-life  Title  10  regulations.  All  House  of  Rep 
“family  planning”  services  under  the  members  of  Congress  must  hear  from  Washington,  DC  20515. 

$144  million  “Title  10”  program.  Title  pro-life  constituents  who  support  the  The  Honorable _ 

10  clinics  provide  counsel  and  refer-  pndiibiticm  of  counseling  fw  abortions  United  States  Senate,  V 

ral  for  abortions  which  are  often  per-  at  federally  funded  clinics.  Letters  20510 

formed  by  the  same  clinics.  Planned  and  calls  should  also  urge  adoption  of  Jones  is  executi 

Parenthood  is  a  major  provider  of  the  Smith-MoUohan  parental  notifica-  treasurer,  Christi 

clinic  services  receiving  Title  10  tion  bill.  Your  Congressman  and  Commission. 

funding. 

Regulations  which  would  require 
programs  that  receive  federal  funding  ‘I 
to  not  provide  abortions  as  a  birth  con- 
trol  method  has  been  blocked  by  pro-  / 
abortion  groups.  The  U.S.  Supreme 
dkHut  will  soon  decide  whether  the 
pro-life  regulations  will  be  allowed  to 


Are  you  impatient  with  God 
timing  of  answered  prayer? 


D  hood  to  sponsor 
missions  day  camp 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  mis¬ 
sions/sports  day  camp  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  for  boys  and  girls  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  grades  1-6  and  whose  parents 
are  attending  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Atlanta  in  June. 

Tte  missims  day  camp  will  provide 
a  missions  education  program  and 
sports  activities  for  the  children  of 
messengers  during  all  daytime  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  convention  as  follows: 
Tuesday  8:15  a.m.-5  p.m.,  Wednesday 
8:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m.,  and  Thursday  8 
a.m.-ll:20  a.m. 

Thecostis$8perday  per  child.  This 
covers  a  lunch  for  Tuesday  and 
refreshments  each  day,  as  well  as  ac¬ 
cident  insurance  and  transportation. 

M  registration  must  be  done  at  the 
missions  day  camp  booth  near  the 
messenger  registration  area  in  the 
Georgia  World  Congress  Center. 
Registration  will  be  from  8  a.m.  un- 
(See  BROTHERHOOD  on  page  8) 


HMB  REPRINTING  BOOK  ABOUT  WORLD  WAR  II  CHAPLAIN  -  FORT 
WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  A  book  about  a  Southern  Baptist  chaplain«who  sur- 


;  —  n  uuuK  dLtuui  a  aouinem  itapiisi  cnaplam.who  sur- 
Bataan  Death  March  and  nearly  four  years  as  a  prisoner  during 
World  War  II  is  being  reprinted  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Chaplains  Commission.  The  book,  “Days  of  Anguish  Days 
of  Hope,”  written  by  Billy  Keith  was  first  released  in  1972  and  recounts  the 


CLOSE-KNIT  KURDS  —  These  two  Kurdish  family  members  belong  to  a  close- 
knit,  fiercely  independent  tribal  mountain  people,  possibly  descended  from  the  Medes 
of  Old  Testament  times.  (BP  Photo) 

.HPS..O.NO  Baptists  will  aid  Kurds,  Iraqis 

—  Joining  The  board  is  exploring  ways  to  Baghdad.  Each  food  package  will  con- 
ollow^  by  sing-  worldwide  efforts  to  ease  suffering  in  enable  Baptists  from  throughout  Asia  tai^ilk  eggs  flou^ct^ufiar  and 
noon  bi^k  for  the  Middle  East,  the  Foreign  Misrion  to  travel  to  the  Pereian  Gulf  for  tea  ^  ^  ^  ’ 

Formtther  in  relie,  Hre «5,«0« relie, tunde  tor Kur- 

in will  receive  likely  wiU  find  greater  opennesiuian 

food  purchased  with  $105,000  '  -  -  ooraer  will  ne  ii.«»n  in  mM*  iwumIc 


_  food  purchased  with  $105,000  in  Baptists  from  countries  that  warred 

ACTS  AWARDS  CEREMONY  —  FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The  sixth  Southern  Baptist  funds.  And  $25,000  with  Iraq  over  its  invasion  of  Kuwait 
annual  American  Christian  Television  System  Awards  Ceremony  will  be  has  been  set  aside  for  suffering  Kur-  he  said. 

televised  live  nationwide  on  ACTS  from  Travis  Avenue  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  dish  refugees  at  Iraq’s  border  with  Meanwhile,  in  Bahrain,  a  Christian 
nxas,  April  25.  The  S  p.m.  (CDT)  broadcast  will  feature  singer-author  Anita  Turkey.  Additional  relief  allocations  survey  team  continues  to  seek  visas 
Bryant,  who  will  host  the  event,  and  contemporary  Christian  artist  Wayne  are  likely,  according  to  Tim  Brendle,  to  enter  Kuwait,  Brendle  reported. 
Watson,  who  will  provide  musical  entertainment.  Also  providing  music  will  who  heads  the  Foreign  Mission  The  initial  $105,000  hunger  relief 
be  Jubilation  Brass,  a  sacred/gospel  instrumental  group  from  Howard  Payne  Board’s  Persian  Gulf  Response  unit,  allocation  for  Iraq  will  provide  food 
University,  Brownwood,  Texas,  which  will  present  a  concert.  ‘"Hie  doors  of  opportunity  are  open-  for  some  1,000  families  for  two  weeks, 

^  ing  in  the  Gulf  region,”  Brendle  told  John  Cheyne  reported  from  Amman] 
the  agency’s  trustees  April  10  during  Jordan,  where  he  contacted 
POPE  PREDICTS  ‘NEW  MISSIONARY  AGE’  —  ROME  —  Pope  John  Paul  meeting  in  Baltimore. 

II  expects  the  “dawning  of  a  new  missionary  age”  with  the  fall  of  “oppressive 
ideologies  and  political  s^tems”  around  the  world.  “God  is  preparing  a  great  A  «  A 

springtime  for  Christianity,”  the  pope  recently  wrote.  “God  is  opening  before  . 

the  church  the  horizons  of  a  humanity  more  fully  prepared  for  the  sowing  aA*  'fiUi  i 
of  the  gospel.”  He  claimed  only  the  Catholic  Church  “possesses  the  fullness  ZM  »  /  J  ,  Tl  1 

of  the  means  of  salvation,”  but  acknowledged  the  role  of  Protestants  in  world  fl*  I  I 
evangelization.  He  told  bishops  to  focus  missionary  efforts  on  Asia,  Africa, 
and  Latin  America,  and  exhorted  them  not  to  make  theological  compromises 
with  Islam,  Buddhism,  and  Hinduism.  “Proclaim  without  fail  Jesus  Chris! 
who  is  ‘the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,’  ”  he  said. 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Trees  I  have  loved 


MISSIONARY  KID  GIVES  ALL 


-  SAN  JOSE,  Costa  Rica  —  Her  heart 

aching  for  people  made  refugees  by  warfare  in  the  Middle  East,  lO-year-old 
Kitty  Marie  Thornton  sent  $32.88  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  “Here  is  all  A  persimmon  tree  was  the  first  I  ate  the  fruit  of  a  wild  crabapple  tree. 
fny  mon^  to  help  them,"  wrote  Kitty  Marie,  the  daughter  of  Southern  Bap-  learned  to  climb.  Its  low  branches,  •  ••  • 

tist  missionaries  Harold  and  Susan  Thornton  in  Costa  Rica.  In  1990,  Southern  lH®  ®  ladder,  made  it  easy  for  even  my 
Baptists  of  all  ages,  through  their  gifts  for  overseas  hunger  and  relief  work,  4-year-old  legs. 

enabled  the  board  to  spend  nearly  $7.5  million  on  286  projects  in  62  countries.  A  chinaberry  tree  held  the  rope  _ ^ _ 

Southern  Baptist  ministries  involved  agricultural  and  water  resource  develop-  swing  that  Daddy  made  for  my  sister  bench  teneath 
ment,  food  distribution,  vocational  training,  and  health  care  The  1990  total  ®etty  and  me.  As  we  pumped  higher 
topped  1989  gifts  by  $2.3  million  . 


Besides  the  10  other  gigantic  oaks 
cam-  in  my  yard,  there’s  a  beech.  I’ve 
-  -  ,  .  date,  planted  three  redbuds,  a  maple,  a 

Hardly  even  a  moonbea  m  could  filter  dogwood,  an  apple,  a  wild  cherry,  and 
tk  ..„u  -I  1  .  g  cedar.  W.D.  planted  a  catalpa,  for 

fishing  wwms.  All  are  full  oCbi^  and 

.f.  .  ,  - ■  Squirrels  build  their  nests  up  squirrels,  but  I  never  have  enough 

and  highen  pu^le  petals  scattered  on  toward  the  clouds  in  the  top  of  the  trees.  I  miss  the  sweetgums  we  had  on 

the  gn^d  below.  tremendous  oak  by  my  patio  and  North  Hines  Street  in  Jackson,  and 

rMB™AYERUNE- GETS  NEW  NUMBER- RICHMOND.  Va.  IBP)-  limte'btta^^C.I^S.i^  takS 

in  icestorms,  sawed  off  by  an  electric  "headed  woodpecker  tfat’s  busily  I  ever  got  a  han^^ve^Smewhere 
1-800-3^PRAY.  The  I^ayerLine  has  received  more  tlwn  half  a  million  calls  company,  and  chewed  off  by  squirrels,  knocking  at  its  dinner  to  hane  it  ^ 

since  It  was  begun  in  January  1987.  Calls  averaged  about  12,000  to  13,000  per  but  it  still  stands  a  few  feet  from  This^week  between  Earth  Dav 

monto  for  most  of  1^,  but  topped  20,000  in  December  and  22,000  in  January  Mama’s  kitchen  window.  It  has  shad-  Aoril  20  a^ArSr^v  aSs  I’m 

of  tois  year.  Calls  alwa^  increase  during  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  Week  ed  an  outdoor  table  for  many  a  fami-  ^  planting  another  tree  I’m  goinir  to  let 

of  IWjJor  Foreign  Missions,  Drumwright  said,  but  caUers  also  were  con-  ly  picnic.  S  teXi5woS^iL«  a  ^?n^? 

cem^a^  ^them  Baptist  workers  in  the  Middle  East  because  of  the  Per-  My  favorite  holly  tree  is  far  taller  a  “ow-giSM  iSStoSiSinS 

sian  Gulf  cnsis.  than  the  now  deserted  hoiLse  where  /T 


SECOND  ANNUAL 
PASTORS  SCHOOL* 

August  8-9, 1991 


Graham 


*Spedal  Sessions  for  Pastors  Wives 

Registration:  S15  per  person, 

$20  per  couple 


Write  or  call: 

Continuing  Education  Office 
Mississippi  College 
P.O.Box  4185 
Qinton,  MS  39058 
Tel.  601-925-3301 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

CLINTON,  MISSISSIPPI  39058 


Will  Beal 

Consultant  to  Ministers  of 
Education 

Quirch  Administiation 
Department 

Sunday  School  Board,  SBC 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pries,  birtding  and  stylo  to  moot  ovary 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad. 
Write  for  illustratad  prica  foldar. 
"Inttrnationally  known  $p»ciaiist$" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 

Boa  saa-C  —  OrasawBoS.  Mtoa.  SSOM 


Siloam  Church.  West  Point:  May 
3-5;  youth  revival,  “Love  of  Another 
Kind;”  Friday  and  Saturday,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Stephen 
Hooks,  youth  minister.  Open  Door 
Baptist  Church,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
speaker;  youth  ministry  team,  Open 
Door  Church,  music;  Avery  Jones, 
pastor. 

First  Church,  of  Runnelstown, 
Petal:  April  28-May  3;  Bill  Nobles, 
guest  evangelist;  services,  Sunday, 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.,  worship,  11 
a.m.,  dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon, 
followed  by  afternoon  service,  no 
evening  service;  Mon.-FYi.,  7  p.m.; 
Acker  Smith,  minister  of  music.  Oral 
Church,  music;  Henry  Freeman, 
pastor. 

38th  Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
April  28-May  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  7 
p.m.  each  evening;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
luncheons;  W.  D.  “Step”  Martin,  a 
.Mississippian  and  a  graduate  of 
William  C^rey  College,  now  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church,  Shreveport,  La., 
guest  speaker;  Boyd  Tweedy, 
minister  of  music.  Calvary  Church, 
Petal,  and  president  of  Rainbow 
Ministries,  Inc.,  music;  G.  Wiley  Abel, 
pastor. 

Bayou  View,  Gulfport:  May  1-5;  ser¬ 
vices  7  p.m.;  evangelists  are  Bobby 
Perry,  director  of  missions.  Gulf  Coast 
.4ssociation;  Joe  McIntyre,  pastor, 
Grace  Church,  Gulfport;  Mark 
Rathel,  pastor.  Bay  Vista  Church, 
Biloxi;  and  Gr^  Martin,  pastor.  Com¬ 
mission  Road  Church,  Long  Beach; 
Gary  McCormick,  pastor. 

New  Harmony  Church,  Union  Coun¬ 
ty  Association:  April  2^May  3;  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
weekday  services,  7  p.m.;  Trent  F. 
Grubbs,  interim  pastor,  preaching; 
Eric  Barron,  minister  of  music  at 
Hillcrest  Church,  New  Albany,  music. 


First  Church,  Ridgeland:  April 
28-May  3;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 6p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Dennis 
Brunet,  Midway  Church,  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  evangelist ;  Charles  Fbwler,  First 
Church,  Ridgeland,  music;  Ed  Grif¬ 
fin,  pastor. 

East  Morton  Church  (Scott):  April 
28-May  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Billy  McKay, 
pastor.  First  Church,  Belzoni, 
evangelist;  Donnie  and  Cynthia 
Stuart,  Pelahatchie,  music;  Ibmmy 
May,  pastor. 

Center  Grove  Church,  Meridian: 
May  1-5;  services.  Wed. -Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6:30  p.m.  andcunner 
on  the  grounds;  speakers  for  Wed., 
Chester  Carlisle,  Mt.  Zion  Church; 
Thurs.,  Phil  Griffin,  Causeyville 
Church;  and  Fri.-Sun.,  Ed  Holloman, 
pastor. 

Hebron  Church  (Grenada):  April 
28-May  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
ni^tly;  Laney  Haley,  evangelist;  Bill 
Wilson,  music. 

Temple  Church,  Big  Point:  April 
28-May  5;  homecoming,  Sunday;  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday,  10:55  a.m.  and  7  night¬ 
ly;  Ernest  K.  Sadler,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Jackson  Association, 
evangelist;  Danny  Langley,  Ibmple 
Church,  Hurley,  music;  Larry  W. 
Dees,  pastor. 

Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison:  April 
28-May  1;  William  A.  (Billy)  Smith, 
a  native  of  Louisville  and  now  pastor 
of  Ridgeway  Church,  Memphis, 
evangelist;  Byron  (Xitrer,  minister  of 
youth  and  music.  First  Church,  Orlan¬ 
do,  Fla.,  music;  services,  Sunday,  9 
a.m.,  10:30  a.m.,  and  6  p.m.;  weekday 
services,  soup  and  salad  bar  (no 
charge),  11:30  a.m.-12:35  pm.,  and  6:30 
p.m. 


First  Chiorcb,  Wimmat  April  ^Ma(y 
1 ;  Sunday  services,  U  a.m.  and  7  pm. ; 
weekday  services,  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ; 
Don  Wilton,  preaching;  Ed  Lacy,  sing¬ 
ing;  John  L.  Walker,  pastor. 

Hopewell  Church  (Choctaw):  April 
26-28;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7:30  p.m.;  Sun., 
10:45  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  James  Yar¬ 
brough,  Gum  Branch  Church  (Win¬ 
ston),  evangelist;  Roger  Griffith, 
pastor. 

Providence  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
April  28-May  1;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m. ;  Mon.-W^.,  9  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ; 
-Gary  M.  Bowlin,  Brandon,  evangelist; 
Daniel  Lee,  First  Church,  Sumrall, 
music;  Cliff  Lazenby,  pastor. 

Harmony  Church,  Cruger  (Car- 
roll):  ApHl  29-May  3;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Ron  Ballard,  director  of  missions, 
Carroll-Montgomery  Association, 
evangelist;  Ken  Gower,  pastor,  music 
leader. 

Shady  Grove  Church,  Lucedale: 
April  28-May  3;  services,  10  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Robert  Dungan,  East 
Louisville  Church,  Louisville, 
evangelist;  Ronnie  Chttingham,  Jus’ 
Jesus  Ministries,  Lucedale,  music; 
Sam  Chisolm,  pastor. 


Officers  elected  for  MBSA 

Serving  as  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries  Association  for  1991-1992, 
left  to  right,  are:  president,  Vivian  Taylor,  W^ne  Association;  first  vice  president,  Linda 
Kittrell,  Gulf  Coast  Association;  second  vice  president,  Betty  Chesteen,  Calvary 
Church,  Greenville;  and  secretary-treasurer,  Connie  Evans,  Mississippi  College. 

Others  serving  as  area  representatives  for  the  coming  year  are:  area  1,  Ruth  Brown, 
Northwest  Association;  area  2,  Carolyn  Daniel,  Ashlarid;  area  3,  Ruth  Smith,  First 
Church,  Grenada;  area  4,  Elizabeth  Godfrey,  Fairview  Church,  Columbus;  area  5, 
Mary  Ray,  Rankin  Association;  area  6,  Cynthia  Howell,  Leake  Association;  area  7, 
Liz  McGraw,  ^foodville;  area  9,  Gary  Daymond,  Gulf  Coast  Association;  Baptist 
Building,  Vonda  Clower,  MBCB;  and  chaplain,  Betty  Anne  Bailey,  MBCB. 

names  in  the  news 


David  Satterwhite  of  Carthage  is 
available  for  pulfHt  supply,  interim,  (h* 
pastorate.  He  may  be  contacted  at 
1010  Pinehill  Drive,  Carthage,  MS 
39051  or  call  267-8740. 

Fairview 
Church,  Fulton, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Sproles  will 
be  honored  on  their  50th  wedding  an¬ 
niversary,  May  4,  from  2-4  p.m.,  at  317 
Fairground,  Kosciusko.  Sproles  is 
pastor  of  Peeler  Memorial  Church  in 
Attala  County. 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
will  honor  H.  Bryan  Abel  and  Mrs. 

A  I _ 1  _ 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Fellowship,  sup¬ 
port,  learning,  and  an  interaction 
forum  are  descriptions  of  the  30th  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Conference  of  Associational  Directors 
of  Missions  June  2-3  at  the  Hyatt  Air¬ 
port  Hotel,  Atlanta. 

“Seeing  the  Invisible”  will  be  the 
theme,  according  to  Russell  Bennett, 
president  and  executive  director  of 
the  Long  Run  Baptist  Association, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

The  gathering  of  directors  of  mis¬ 
sions  h^  been  a  “supporting  and  lear¬ 
ning  time,”  said  Bennett.  “It  meets  the 
needs  of  DOMs  and  serves  as  a  forum 
for  interaction  with  SBC  agency  of¬ 
ficials.” 

Bennett  will  address  the  group  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  followed  by  a  banquet 
hosted  by  the  Annuity  Board.  Also 
bringing  a  featured  address  will  be 
Milton  Ferguson,  president, 
Midwestern  S^inary,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Dennis  Swanbei^,  director  of 
missions.  Hot  Spring,  Ark.;  and 
theme  interpretation,  Henry 
Blackaby,  director  of  spiritual 
awakening.  Home  Mission  Board, 
SBC.  Leon  Young,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Meridian,  will  speak  on  “See¬ 
ing  Our  Heritage”  and  Wayne  GuUett, 

Ih/hlLt  ^allkAtaH 


SAVE  ON  MEDICARE 
OR  MAJOR  MEDICAL 


100%  MEDICARE  MAJOR  MEDICAL 

100%  Part  A  Deductible  2  Million  Lifetime 

100%  Part  B  Deductible  (Optional)  $500  Deductible 
100%  Part  B  Charges  Not  Paid  By  i^ale  Age  22  $56.15 

Medicare.  Actual  charges  Female  22  $66.87 

N/S  Rate  Monthly. 

Age  70-74  $67.00 

Age  75-79  $82.00  Temporary 

Age  80-  $90.00  Major  Medical 

Subject  to  Some  Restrictions  100  Ded.  to  1000  Dec 

No  Waiting  Period  for  Pre-Existing  1  Month  to  6  Months 

Guaranteed  Renewable 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-924-4612 

OR  MAIL  TO;  WILLIAM  G.  STEVENS  INSURANCE  CO. 

P.  O.  BOX  13803;  JACKSON,  MS  39236 

A  licensed  agent  will  contact  you 


Temporary 
Major  Medical 
100  Ded.  to  1000  Ded. 
1  Month  to  6  Months 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS. 
STATE _ 


CITY _ 

PHONE. 


lYC^VlVCll 


MM  W 

in  cooperation  mth 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries,  Sunday  School 
and  Church  Music  Departments  _ 

of  the 

MississiDoi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Bill  Causey 

Executive  Diicctor-Treesurer 
^■siasippi  Baptist  Cofwention 
Board 


Harold  Bryson 
Professor  of  Preaching 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Thralogical 
Seminary 


John  McCall 

Professor  Ic  Head 
Department  of  Religion  and 
Philaso(riiy 
Mississippi  College 


Graham  Smith 

Church  Music 
Department  Director 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  B^rd 


PAGE  8  BAPTIST  RECORD 


BROTHERHOOD  shorts,  no  tank  tops,  and  only  soft- 

From  page  7  soled  recreational  shoes  —  with  socks, 

til  5  p.m.  on  Monday,  June  3,  and  dur-  Parents  will  pick  their  children  up 
ing  daytime  (invention  sessions  on  promptly  at  5  p.m.  on  Tuesday;  12:30 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  p.m.  on  Wednesday ;  and  11 :20  a.m.  ot 

Church  dress  codes  must  be  met  in  Thursday  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
order  to  board  the  bus;  no  short  daytime  sessions.  ^ _ 


Thursday,*  April  25.  1991 


DOMs  conference 
theme  is  “Seeing 
the  Invisible” 


Just  for  the  Record 


Thiirsday,  April  25.  IWl 
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Discipleship  Training 
Conference  set  for 
July  11-13 

Theme  of  the  summer  Discipleship 
Training  Conference  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  is  “Train  to 
DiscipleAU.” 

The  conference,  set  for  July  11-13, 
will  feature  leader^p  conferences  in 
all  phases  of  Discipleship  Training  in¬ 
cluding  preschool,  children,  youth, 
adult,  general  officers,  and  associa- 
tional  DT  directors  and  directors  of 
missions. 

Randy  VonKanel,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  will  be  preacher 
for  the  conference.  Mike  Harland, 
minister  of  music  at  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  will  be  music 
leader. 

Other  faculty  members  include 
Eastside  Church,  Pearl,  will  have  a  Crowder  Church,  North  Delta  Luell  Smith,  Glenn  Smith,  Jerry 
lay-renewal  weekend,  starting  Friday  Association,  will  have  homecoming  Chapman,  and  Margaret  McArthur, 
evening  at  6:30  and  going  through  and  a  dedication  service  for  its  Fami-  all  from  the  Sunday  School  Board; 
Sunday  morning  service,  April  26-28.  ly  Life  Center,  April  28.  Homecoming  and  Kenneth  Mooney,  director  of 
Dub  Herring  of  Picayune  be  the  services  will  be  10  a.m.  and  dinner  Discipleship  Training  for  the  Loui- 
coordinator.  Programs  will  be  offered  will  be  served  in  the  Family  Life  siana  Baptist  Convention, 
for  each  age  group  banning  with  Center  at  noon.  Truman  Scarborough,  A  chur^  recreation  confo^nce  will 

four  year  olds.  Dennis  E.  Dunn  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Coffeeville,  also  be  on  the  schedule, 

pastor.  be  Uie  guest  speaker.  Wayne  and  Reservationsmaybemadedirect- 

Peggy  Baggett  of  First  Church,  Quit-  ly  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
C  ^  1 f  O  1  1  1  4"  man,  will  have  charge  of  the  music.  Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS 

^V_lL4lL  Harvey  Sewell  is  pastor.  39671.  A  reservation  d^>osit<rf  $30  per 

person  or  $60  per  family  is  requii^. 

BMC  ministerial  alumni  to  meet 

Parkhill  Church,  Jackson,  will  Blue  Mountain  Collie  Ministerial  tion  and  worship  will  be  held  with 
observe  Senior  Adult  Day,  Ap^  28.  E.  Alumni  will  meet  for  a  day  of  special  music  by  BMC  Chorale.  The 
N.  Sullivan  from  Florence  will  be  the  fellowship  and  inspiration  on  April  26.  featured  speaker  will  be  J.  Garland 
guest  speaker  for  the  11  a.m.  worship  The  day  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  with  McKee,  director.  Evangelism 
service  with  a  covered  dish  lunch  registration  in  the  student  center  and  Department,  Mississippi  Baptet  Con- 
following.  There  will  be  a  time  of  a  chapel  service  in  the  auditorium  at  vention  Board.  The  activities  will 
singspiration  at  7  p.m.  Jimmy  Sellers  10  a  m.  with  the  student  body.  Lunch  close  with  the  annual  golf 
is  pastor.  will  be  served  and  a  time  of  inspire-  tournament. 


Mission  mindsd  coHsgs  studsnts  nssdsd  for 
summor  staff  positions. 

Camp  Lakeside  in  Tallahatchie  County,  MS  is  cuirentfy  seeking  to  fill  three 

positions  for  five  weeks,  July  5  -  August  9,  1991.  ~ 

Camp  Director:  $160  per  week,  room  and  board,  prefer  21  year  olds  with 
at  least  1  year  experience  on  camp  staff,  lifeguard  certified 
encouraged. 

Camp  Counselors:  $100  per  week,  room  and  board,  1  male  and  1  female 
needed,  must  be  at  least  18  years  old,  prefer  lifeguard  certified,  ex¬ 
perience  with  children. 

Send  resume  to:  Aubry  Martin,  chairman.  Box  337,  Tlitwiler,  MS  38963  (601) 

345-8307. 


First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  MS 
Sanctuary 
May  10-11,  1991 

Friday  night  and  Saturday 

Advance  registration:  $25.00  (Includee  manual) 
Registration  after  May  1  or  at  the  door  $28.00 


DENSON 


Friday  Saturday 

Registration  Conferences 

5:30  p.m.  9:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 

Conference  1:30  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

7:(X)  p.m.-9:45  p.m.  Al  Denson  Concert 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m. 
(lunch/dinner  —  on  your  own!) 

For  more  information  contact:  Shepard  Ministries  (214)  570-7599 
or  Youth  Office,  FBC,  Jackson,  MS  (601)  949-1954. 


Staff  changes 


Wheeler  Church.  Prentiss  Associa¬ 
tion,  has  called  Terry  Lee  Hall  as 
pastor,  effective  April  14.  He  is  a 
native  of  Ripley  and  received  his 
education  at  Blue  Mountain  Ckillege. 
His  previous  place  of  service  was 
Bond  Church,  Philadelphia. 


Jerry  Lennep  has  accepted  the  call  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Sandhill, 
to  pastor  F^^nldin  Creek  Church,  Rankin  Association,  has  called  John 
Jackson  Association,  effective  Jan.  1.  Price  as  pastor,  effective  March  25.  A 
The  Pascagoula  native  previously  native  of  Jackson,  he  received  his 
served  as  pastor  of  Oral  Church,  education  at  Mississippi  College  and 
Lamar  Association.  Southwestern  Seminary.  His  previous 

D  t.  place  of  service  was  Spring  Hill 


■  tended  Co-Lin 
Junior  College, 
William  Carey 
College,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 
He  was  the  reci¬ 
pient  of  the 
Outstanding  SmaU 
Church  Pastor  of 
the  year  1989, 
which  is  an  award 
Douglas  given  to  two 

pastors  each  year  in  the  state.  He 
previously  served  Palestine  CSiurch  in 
Simpson  County  and  Union  Church  in 


WUUam  (Bill)  H.  Barnes  Jr.,  has 
resigned  as  minister  of  mu^ic  at  First 
Church,  Waycross, 
Ga.,  to  accept  the 
call  at  Island  View 
^Mb  Church,  Orange 
Park,  Fla., 
associate  pastor 
music/education. 
L  He  has  served 

churches  in  Mis- 
sissippi  and  is  a 
HV  BBI  graduate  of  South- 
Barnes  western  Seminary. 


BYPU  BTU  REUNION 

Ridgecrest 
July  20-26, 1991 


Simpson  County  and  Union  Church  in 

C:ovington  Cfounty.  Wayne  Crenshaw  has  accepted  a 

call  as  pastor  of  Temple  Church,  815 
Enterprise  Church.  Mississippi  McCluer  Road,  Jackson,  effective 
Association,  has  called  a  pastor  April  7.  Crenshaw  resigned  as  pastor 
recently.  He  is  Odell  Tebo  of  Lamar  of  the  Cross  Roads  Church,  Pelahat- 
County.  He  has  been  out  of  the  chie,  on  March  31,  after  serving  there 

eastorate  for  about  a  year  due  to  a  for  six  years, 
eart  problem.  Tebo  has  served 

pastorates  in  Mississippi  prior  to  his  Memorial  Church,  Perry  Associa- 
illness.  His  mailing  addr^  will  be  tion,  has  called  Robert  H.  Rogers  of 
Route  5,  Box  38,  Liberty,  MS  39645,  Hattiesburg  as  pastor.  His  former 
upon  his  arrival  on  the  field  the  first  pastorates  include 


THIS  REUNION  IS  FOR  YOU  . . . 

If  you  ever  belonged  to  BYPU  or  BTU 

THIS  IS  YOUR  CHANCE . . . 

If  you  ever  wanted  to  revisit  the  good  friends,  great  times,  and  happy  feelings  of  your  youth 

For  Registration  and  Cost  Information,  contact:  For  Program  Information,  Contact 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center  Reunion 

Box  128  Discipleship  Training  Department 

Ridgecrest,  NC  28770  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

704-669-8022  127  9th  Ave.,  N. 

Nashville.  TN  37234 
615-251-2842 


Sunrise  Church 
(Lebanon),  Har- 
perville  (Scott), 
and  Richmond  and 
Priceville  chur¬ 
ches  (Lee).  He 
served  for  over  11 
years  as  an  army 
chaplain  and  about 
15  years  as  a  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  and 
Army  Reserve 


BRING  A  CAR  LOAD! 


REGISTER  BY  JUNE  15 
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Thursday,  April  2S,  1091 


Homecomings 


Harmony  Church,  Cniger  (Car- 
roll):  April  28;  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  on 
^unds  at  noon;  1:30  afternoon  sing¬ 
ing;  no  night  services;  Alvin  Kimes, 
Hattiesburg,  guest  speaker;  Tim 
Watkins,  Greenville,  guest  singer; 
cemetery  association  annual  meeting 
in  afternoon;  Ken  Gower,  pastor. 

Puckett  Church  (Rankin): 
Cemetery  Association  and  memorial 
service;  April  28;  begins  at  10  a.m.; 
covered  dish  at  noon  in  the  new 
fellowship  hall;  no  night  services; 
Eugene  Banes,  Centreville,  guest 
speaker;  Richard  Sparks  Jr.,  music; 
Guy  Henderson,  interim  pastor. 


Bond  Church,  Neshoba  Associa¬ 
tion  :  April  28, 11  a.m.  to  3  p.m. ;  Claud 
Huguley,  former  pastor,  message; 
gospel  silking  group,  The  Disciples, 
will  sing  in  afternoon;  lunch  will  be 
served. 

Goss  Church,  Columbia  (Marion): 
April  28;  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  in 
fellowship  hall  at  noon;  1  p.m.  sing¬ 
ing;  no  night  services;  William 
Wright,  pastor,  speaker. 

Sherman  Church,  Sherman:  May  5; 
the  program  starts  at  10:30  a.m. 
followed  by  dinner  and  singing  in  the 
afternoon;  Mike  Smith  is  pastor. 


Carey  Chorale 
will  present 
Mozart’s  “Requiem” 

The  William  Carey  College 
Chorale’s  spring  concert  will  be  a 
presentation  of  the  “Requiem”  of 
Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart.  This  ma¬ 
jor  choral  work  will  be  performed  on 
April  25  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Smith 
Auditorium  of  Thomas  Fine  Arts 
Center. 

The  Chorale  is  conducted  by  Jeff 
McLelland,  assistant  professor  of 
music.  Lori  Rhoden,  instructor  of 
piano,  is  accompanist.  Soloists  are 
faculty  members  Josephine  D’Arpa, 
Frederica  Braidfoot,  and  Eugene 
Winters,  and  young  artist  in  residence 
Leonard  Day.  Admission  is  free. 


r 


NOW!  JOIN  MULTITUDES  OF 

COMPUTERIZED  CHURCHES 

EASILY  &  AFFORDABLY  WITH  THE 


AMIC  CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATION  SYSTEM 


MEMBERSHIP  •  SUNDAY  SCFOOL  •  PROSPECTS  .  FINANCIAL  .  STEWARDSHIP 
MAIL  MERGE  •  CHOIRS  •  ACTIVITIES  •  FAMILY  MMSTRT  •  AND  MUCH  MORE 

FUUY  IBM  COMPATIBLE 

XENIX-BASED  MULTI-USER  SYSTEM! 

Idenlical  Multi-User  &  Skigle-Ueer  Versions 

QUALITY  INSTALLATION,  TIUUNMQ  A  SUPPORT 
ON-StTE  DEMONSTRATION 


-A  amic 

MICRO  SERVICES,  INC.  ^ 
"Conputtrixlng  Gnming  Clwchm  NtMomMa' 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-332-2642 

4308  MMnMt  Driva 
Mobil*,  Aiabwna  3Se09 
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BMC  chorale  to  present  REQUIEM,  April  28 


The  Blue  Mountain  College  Chorale  and  Orchestra 
under  the  direction  of  David  R.  Gilmore  will  present  RE¬ 
QUIEM  by  John  Rutter,  a  British  composer,  April  28  at 
3  p.m.  The  concert  will  be  held  at  Lowrey  Memorial 
Church  of  Blue  Mountain.  The  REQUIEM  is  a  recent 
work  which  is  a  mixture  of  traditional  Latin  requiem  text 
and  English  texts  from  scripture  and  other  sources.  The 


work  is  also  somewhat  protestant  in  nature,  focusing  on 
the  salvation  of  Christ  and  not  on  the  Day  of  Judgment. 

Gilmore^  conductor,  is  assistant  professor  of  music  at 
BMC,  having  joined  the  faculty  in  1986.  Soloists  for  the 
performance  include  Kandace  Williams  of  Tupelo  and 
Tina  Barkley  of  New  Albany. 


P  Call  Us.  It’s  Free! 
1-800-643-3030 

At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations, 
dedicated  service,  an  outstanding  restaurant  and  special 
attention  for  groups. 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer 
flowers  •  Relax  in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlp(x>l  bath  •  We  are 
experienced  in  handling  groups  •  We  will  make  your 
reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other 
wholesome  attractions 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant  ♦ 

RL  1,  Box  247 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632 

(501)253-7183 
Check  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year. 


3  •••  AVAIID 


-  Using  Our  Spiritual  ^R^ources 


Jim  Edwards,  President  Volume  2,  No.  3 


"For  now  we  see  in  a 
mirror  dimly,  but  then 
face  to  face.  Now  I  know 
in  part;  then  shall  I 
understand  fully,  even 
as  I  have  'been  fully 
understood.  So  faith, 
hope,  love  abide,  these 
three;  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love." 

I  Cor.  13:12-13  (RSV) 

Every  day  of  our  lives,  Gk>d 
gives  us  spiritual,  human  and 
financial  resources  to  use  in 
our  pilgrimage  with  Him.  He 
challenges  us  to  be  good 
stewards  of  those  gifts.  The 
12th  and  13th  chapters  of 
First  Corinthians  emphasize 
our  individual  and  corporate 
gifts  from  God.  Some  people 
who  God  brings  into  our  lives 
become  models  of  spiritual 
giftedness.  As  a  small  caring 
family,  each  of  our  spiritual 
role  models  is  important  to  us 
at  William  Carey  College  . 
This  week's  letter  is  about 
three  of  our  role  models  whom 
we  lost  through  death  this  past 
year.  Sometimes  it  takes 
losing  the  spiritual  gifts  of 
others  to  fully  understand 


their  future  importance  to 
you. 

DR.  DAVID  GRANT 

-GIFTS  OF  FAITH 

David  Grant's  prophetic 
Biblical  preaching,  MBC 
leadership,  and  deep  faith 
will  be  remembered  by 
many,  many  Mississippians. 
As  Drs.  Bill  Causey  and  Jim 
Futral  said  in  Dr.  Grants' 
recent  memorial  service,  his 
living  faith  introduced 
thousands  of  people  to  his 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

Near  the  end  of  his 
ministry  Dr.  Grant  was  a 
Carey  Trustee  for  16 
months,  and  chaired  the 
search  committee  that  asked 
me  to  be  President  of  the 
College.  David  Grant  may  be 
remembered  most  at  William 
Carey  for  his  faith  in 
prayer.  One  of  our  last 
1989  Letters  from  Carev 
was  written  by  Dr.  Grant 
about  his  faith  in  prayer. 
Many  of  us  believe  that  our 
1989  Prayer  Retreat  led  by 
David  Grant  was  a  turning 
point  in  solving  our 
institutional  crisis. 


He  challenged  us  to  use 
this  unique  spiritual 
resource  -  personal  and 
group  prayer  -  to 
petition  God  to  lead 
William  Carey  College 
and  our  nation  to  a 
spiritual  awakening. 

As  we  recently  began  a  new 
Prayer  Emphasis  for  1991 
we  praised  God  for  the  faith 
gift  of  prayer  which  David 
Grant  m^eled  for  us  to  use  to 
strengthen  the  College  and 
further  His  Kingdom. 

DR.  JOE  ROBERTS 
-GIFTS  OF  HOPE 
Joe  Roberts  also  served  the 
College  for  16  months.  He 
joined  us  as  an  Executive-in- 
Residence  and  Professor  of 
Communications  in  the  fall  of 
1969,  and  drove  from  Laurel 
to  Hattiesburg  to  teach  "those 
good  students”  at  Carey 
College.  Dr.  Roberts  died 
during  heart  surgery  in 
December  of  1990. 

Dr.  Roberts  set  the  same 
high  Christ-like  standards  for 
others  that  he  established  for 
himself.  He  also  focused  on 
learning  from  the  positive 


aspects  of  our  difficulties,  and 
he  always  encouraged  students 
and  colleagues  when  they  most 
needed  to  see  hope  in  mirrors 
dimly. 

Someone  said  at  a 
memorial  service  for  Dr. 
Roberts  that  when  you  were 
in  his  presence,  he  always 
made  you  feel  good  about 
yourself  and  your  God. 
Like  Barnabus,  the  New 
Testament  encourager. 
Dr.  Joe  Roberts' 
ministry  of  hope  was  a 
resource  that  God  placed 
In  our  midst.  As  we  plan 
for  a  positive  and  challenging 
future,  we  will  build  on  the 
hope  gifts  from  our  colleague 
and  friend,  Joe  Roberts. 

DR.  JOHN  D.  THOMAS 
-GIFTS  OF  LOVE 
John  D.  Thomas,  a  long¬ 
time  Hattiesburg  business  and 
community  leader,  was  a 
Carey  Trustee  for  16  years. 
Dr.Thomas  died  a  year  ago  this 
month  following  a  lengthy 
struggle  against  cancer. 
Although  my  relationship 
with  John  D.  lasted  only 
twelve  months,  his  modeling 


to  me  of  Christ's  love  was 
awesome.  Because  of  his  gift 
of  Christ's  love,  his  love  for 
"our  kids,"  church  and  family, 
and  the  College  came  straight 
from  the  core  of  John  D.'s 
being.  Dr.Thomas  always 
challenged  people  in  a  loving 
straight-forward  manner  to 
do  what  was  right. 

Even  while  suffering  great 
pain,  John  D.  Thomas 
telephoned  me  late  at  night  to 
offer  important  insight  and 
understanding  to  our 
deliberations.  The  spiritual 
resource  of  God's  love, 
modeled  so  keenly 
through  the  love  gift  of 
Dr.  Thomas,  continues  to 
lift  us  toward  a  fuller 
understanding  of  what  we 
are  as  an  instrument  for 
His  Kingdom. 

In  reality,  the  faith,  hope, 
and  love  of  each  of  these  three 
men  are  "heart  gifts"  -  from 
them  and  their  God  who  gives 
to  us  all  we  need  for  each  day 
until  we  see  Him  face  to  face. 

P.  S.  Next  week  -  Using  our 
human  resources. 


Sharing  suffering  and  comfort  with  others 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
II  Corinthians  1:1-11 

There  is  an  old  Chinese  parable  in  which  a 
mother  lost  her  only  son.  She  was  completely 
consumed  with  her  sorrow.  Her  grief  seemed 

- more  than  she  could  bear. 

Finally,  out  of  desperation 
for  peace,  she  went  to  a  wise 
old  philosopher.  He  promis¬ 
ed  to  bring  back  her  son  if 
she  brought  him_some 
mustard  sei^ ;  how^r,  the 
seeds  must  come  from  a 
home  that  had  never  ex- 
'  perienced  sorrow.  Going 

from  house  to  house,  eager- 
.  ly  she  began  her  search.  In 

Allen  every  home  she  learned  at 
one  time  or  another,  sorrow  had  already  paid 
a  visit.  She  discovered  that  sorrow  is  common 
to  all.  No  home  or  person  is  exempt  from  sor¬ 
row  or  grief. 

We  worship  a  God  of  compassion  and  com¬ 
fort  (V.  3).  lb  look  at  Jesus  is  to  look  into  the 
loving  heart  of  God.  Did  Jesus  ever  see  a  need, 
suffering,  sorrow,  sickness,  or  death  and  his 
compassion  not  go  forth?  Compassion  issued 
forth  from  him  like  a  steady  stream  during  his 
entire  earthly  ministry.  Isaiah  states,  “He  was 
a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief,” 


UNIFORM 


(53:3).  Compassion  means  to  “suffer  with,”  a 
feeling  that  leads  one  to  help  another. 

Our  word  for  comfort  is  “comfortis”  which 
comes  from  the  Latin  and  means  “to  brave 
together.”  This  comes  from  the  Greek  word 
“parakaleo,”  which  means  “to  call  along  side” 
It  is  the  same  word  which  Jesus  used  when  he 
told  his  disciples  he  would  send  the  Holy  Spirit, 
whom  he  caUed  the  “Comforter.”  God  has  the 
interest  of  his  children  at  heart  and  offers  sus¬ 
taining  comfort  to  all  who  seek  it. 

There  is  a  tremendous  need  for  comfort. 
Bishop  Edwin  Holt  Hughes  was  at  one  time 
pastor  of  a  suburban  Boston  church  of  800 
members.  After  serving  two  years,  he  was  ask¬ 
ed  to  prach  a  sermon  on  “comfort.”  Then  he 
wondered  how  much  his  sermon  was  needed. 
Afterwards,  he  took  his  membership  list  and 
tabulate  the  number  of  families  that  had  suf¬ 
fered  some  unusual  grief  or  distress  duri^  the 
past  two  years.  Perhaps  it  was  a  death  in  the 
family  or  serious  illness,  or  a  major  disappoint¬ 
ment  or  financial  reverses  or  any  one  of  many 
things.  Tb  his  astonishment  he  found  that  no  less 
than  eighty  percent  of  his  families  had  been  in 


need  of  comfort  within  two  years.  Sooner  or 
later  everyone  will  feel  the  need  for  the  com¬ 
fort  only  Jesus  can  bring. 

Suffering  qualifies  a  person  to  comfort 
another  (v.  4).  There  are  occasions  when  sym¬ 
pathy  may  be  offered  without  actually  ex¬ 
periencing  the  cmdeal  of  another;  however,  one 
who  has  suffered  identical  circumstances 
qualifies  as  competent  to  comfort  truly.  (lod 
comforts  those  who  suffer  and  provides  the 
assurance  which  can  be  shared  with  those  who 
suffer  and  sorrow. 

The  suffering  of  Jesus  supplies  an  overflow 
of  comfort  to  his  fo||pwers;  this  suffering,  in 
turn,  overflows  into  the  lives  of  others  (v.  5). 
Jesus  gave  his  life  and  became  the  ultimate  ex¬ 
ample  for  handling  suffering.  He  offers  an 
overflowing  abundant  supply  of  comfort  for  his 
followers  to  dispense  to  others. 

Followers  of  Jesus  must  be  willing  to  endure 
stress  in  order  to  provide  comfort  for  others  ( vv. 
6-7).  When  Francis  Xavier  was  about  to  leave 
Rome  for  his  great  missionary  work,  he  was 
overheard  in  his  sleep  saying,  “Yet  more,  0 
Lord,  yet  more.”  Later  he  told  his  friends  he  had 
dreamed  that  night  that  the  Lord  showed  him 
all  he  must  suffer  —  weary  journeys,  dangers, 
deep  rivers  to  cross,  savage  lands  to  explore, 
sickness,  tortures,  death;  but  at  the  same  time 
showed  him  lands  he '  /ould  bring  to  Christ  and 


the  vast  numbers  that  would  be  saved.  His  soul 
was  so  aroused  he  cried  for  more  —  more  suf¬ 
fering  if  it  meant  more  souls. 

The  more  people  are  comforted  the  mwe  they 
are  able  to  comifort  (w.  8-10).  Comfort  receiv¬ 
ed  from  God  determines  the  amount  of  ccnnfort 
to  be  shared  with  others.  A  personal  experience 
of  suffering,  sustained  comfort  from  God,  in¬ 
creases  the  effectiveness  of  shared  comfort. 

The  more  suffering,  the  more  one  relies  on 
God;  the  more  reliance,  the  more  one  rejoices 
and  offers  thanks  to  God  (v.  11).  The  ultimate 
of  all  suffering  is  the  rejoicing  and  praise  of¬ 
fered  to  God  for  comfort  and  consolation  he 
gives  to  all  who  ask. 

A.  J.  Gordon,  a  noted  preacher,  once  said,  “I 
have  long  since  ceased  to  pray,  ‘Lord,  have  com¬ 
passion  on  a  lost  world.’  I  remember  the  day 
and  the  hour  when  I  seemed  to  hear  the  Lord 
rebuking  me  for  making  such  a  prayer.  He 
seemed  to  say  to  me,  ‘I  luve  had  compassion 
on  a  lost  world,  and  now  it  is  for  you  to  have 
compassion.’  ” 

Pray  today  that  God  will  use  you  as  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  comfort.  Resolve  to  seek  out  at  least 
one  person  this  week  who  needs  comfort  and 
be  willing  to  share  any  suffering  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  comfort. 

Allen  of  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  Judd  Allen, 
pastor  of  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 


Redemption:  What’s  really  in  it  for  me? 


By  Benny  Still 
Ephesians  1:15-23 

Have  you  ever  wondered  if  you  had  all  that 
was  coming  to  you?  Most  of  the  time  when  we 
hear  that  question,  we  think  of  our  mental  at¬ 
titude,  for  that’s  generally  to 
what  the  question  refers.  In 
the  context  of  this  week’s 
lesson  it  refers  to  the 
benefits  that  are  ours  as 
believers  in  Jesus  Christ 
through  the  redemption  he 
has  given  us.  In  these  verses 
Paul  is  trying  to  help  us 
discover  the  benefits  that 
God  has  provided  us  in 
ctiii  salvation  and  to  show  us  how 

to  identify  the  power  of  God 
demonstrated  in  Christ. 

In  verses  15-16  Paul  expresses  to  the  believers 
at  Ephesus  that  ever  since  he  heard  of  their 
faith,  he  has  been  giving  thanks  for  them  and 
rememberhing  them  to  the  Lord  in  his  prayers. 
We  would  do  well  to  follow  Paul’s  example  in 
'  remembering  our  fellow  brothers  and  sisters 
in  Christ  to  the  Lord  when  we  pray  too.  In  shar¬ 
ing  some  of  the  ways  the  Lora  hf^  blessed  my 
family  and  me.  I’ve  made  the  statement:  “I’m 
amazra  at  what  the  Lord  is  doing!”  The  other 
day,  someone  asked  me,  “Why  are  you  amaz- 

David’s  desire  to 

By  Jerry  Vardaman 
II  Sam.  6:1-7:29;  I  Chron.  13-17 
and  I  Kings  8:17-19 

According  to  I  Kings  8:17-19,  David  fervent¬ 
ly  desired  to  build  the  T^ple  of  the  Lord  in 
Jerusalem,  but  God  denied  him  this  action. 

Here  we  note  that  God 
commends  David  for  the 
thought  —  even  though 
David  did  not  carry  out  the 
action  of  Thmple  construc¬ 
tion.  There  is  a  great  lesson 
for  us  today  in  this  passage 
of  Scripture  —  and  in  the  en¬ 
tire  story  of  David’s  at¬ 
tempts  to  make  Jerusalem 
the  worship  center  for  the 

Vardaman  David’s  Introduction  of 
the  ark  into  Jerusalem  (II  Sam.  6;  I  Chron.  13) 

David  attempted  twice  to  bring  the  ark  of 
God  into  Jerusalem,  and  his  first  attempt  was 
an  utter  failure  since  he  did  not  use  Levites  ac¬ 
cording  to  I  Chron.  15:2:  ”...  no  one  but  the 
Levites  may  carry  the  ark  of  God,  for  the  Lord 
(xod  chose  uiem  to  carry  the  ark  of  the  Lord  and 
to  minister  to  him  forever.”  When  David  used 
those  whom  God  had  appointed  for  the  work  of 
carrying  the  ark,  he  met  with  success  and  ac- 
complia^  the  task  (II  Sam.  6:16-19;  cf.  I 
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ed  at  what  God  is  doing?  He’s  not  doing 
anything  more  than  what  he  promised  he’d  do 
for  you!”  I  got  the  message  How  thankful  we 
shodd  be  for  the  many  wonderful  ways  the  Lord 
blesses  our  lives  —  after  all,  he  is  faithful  to 
keep  his  promises,  isn’t  he? 

Also  in  verse  15  Paul  makes  reference  to  the 
love  the  Ephesians  showed  to  all  the  saints. 
Believers  should  strive  for  a  balanced  response 
to  redemption  which  links  the  vertical  (faith  in 
Jesus)  wito  ^  horizontal  (love  of  others). 

As  we  practice  our  faith  in  Christ  by  loving 
the  brethren,  we  can  benefit  from  divine 
wisdom  and  revelation  to  receive  a  new  insight 
into  the  nature  of  spiritual  realities  (v.  17).  How 
similar  to  the  song,  “Open  My  Eyes,  Lord,”  are 
the  words  of  Paul  in  verse  18.  He  prays  that  the 
eyes  of  our  hearts  might  be  enlightened  so  we 
might  know  the  hope  to  which  we  have  been 
called,  the  riches  of  his  glorious  inheritance, 
and  the  incomparable  power  that  is  available 
to  us  as  believers  (v.  19).  Tb  know  that  we  are 
saved  from  hell  ought  to  be  motivation  enough 
to  serve  —  because  we  know  that  our  eternity 
is  secure  in  “the  place  he  has  gone  to  prepare 
for  us”  (John  14;  1-6).  The  earth  is  my  home. 


For  eternity  I  deserved  hell  ;  but.  Heaven  is  my 
destination  based  (Hi  what  I’ve  chosen  to  do  widi 
Jesus  in  my  life.  What  a  thrill  to  be  saved  and 
sure!  All  believers  can  have  that  confident 
assurance!  Has  it  ever  dawned  upon  y(m  that 
as  Gixi’s  peculiar  possession,  he  chooses  to 
display  his  power  and  might  through  us  ( v.  18)  ? 
I  don’t  even  have  to  eat  my  Wheaties  to  have 
at  my  disposal  unlimited  power,  might,  and  the 
strength  of  God  active  in  my  life.  It’s  mine  as 
a  benefit  of  redemption  and  salvation  through 
Jesus! 

Thlk  about  heritage  and  hope!  S(Hithern  Bap¬ 
tists  have  a  long  heritage.  Our  heritage  has 
been  given  us  by  God,  himself.  With  an  eternal 
heritage  like  that,  how  can  we  not  display  our 
hope  to  the  world? 

Last  week  I  asked  if  we  really  knew  what  we 
have  in  salvation.  This  week  let’s  take  it  a  step 
further:  Do  we  really  comprehend  the 
significance  of  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  power  that  rais^  him  from  the  dead  (vv. 
19-20),  or,  have  we  come  to  grips  yet  with  the 
power  that  exalted  him  and  enthroned  him  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  (v.  20)?  The  same  power 
that  has  accomplished  those  feats  has  also 
given  him  universal  dominion  <wer  all  (w. 
21-22)  including  headship  (lordship)  over  the 
church  (w.  22-23).  If  such  power  rightfully 
belongs  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  I  wonder  why  we 


sometimes  try  to  usurp  his  power  and  authori¬ 
ty  for  our  own  gain.  Let  us  be  reminded  that  any 
such  “gain”  that  we  might  derive  will  most  cer¬ 
tainly  be  “short-lived.”  I  guess  we  have  a 
tendency  to  allow  the  devil  to  get  the  upper  hand 
in  (Mir  lives,  no  —  I’m  sure  of  it! 

Folks,  we  are  the  body  of  Christ,  the  fullness 
of  him  who  fills  everything  in  eve^  way  ( v.  23) . 
Maurice  Mannii^,  a  Methodist  friend,  address¬ 
ed  a  group  of  ministers  last  week  at  a  meeting 
encouraging  us  to  support  Soil  and  Water  Con¬ 
servation  Sunday  (April  28).  He  said,  “It  is 
seldom  that  I  get  to  address  men  who  are 
directly  employed  by  God,  supetvised  by  God, 
arid  whose  work  yields  eternal  results.  The 
ponds  I  build,  the  seeds  I  sow,  the  suggestions 
I  make  will  ultimately  pass  away,  but  what  you 
do  in  the  work  of  God  is  eternal.”  That’s  pretty 
plain,  huh?  Is  God  your  boss? 

The  benefits  we  receive  from  life  in  Christ  are 
in  direct  proportion  to  our  allow  ing  God  to  fulfill 
his  purpose  in  and  through  us.  Working  together 
builds  pride,  character,  and  a  sense  of  com¬ 
munity.  We  are  en<!ouraged  by  Paul  to  work 
together.  If  we  can  ever  lose  the  “what’s  in  it 
for  me?”  attitude,  our  churches  will  be  able  to 
start  doing  something  on  earth  for  heaven’s 
sake! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall.  - 


build  God  a  house:  God  accepts  pure  motivations 

_  -*•  In  the  parable  of  the  workers  in  the  vineyan 

BiBi  cr  knewtheirhearts.  They  loved  money,  but  Jesus  Jesus  tens  us  about  some  workers  who  worke 

D  1  D  L.  C.  D  w  ix  told  the  parable  of  the  unjust  steward  who  only  for  money  (Mt.  20:1-16).  He  tells  of  other 
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Chron.  15:25-16:43). 

David’s  Desire  to  Build  God  a  temple  at 
Jerusalem  (II  Sam.  7:1-29;  I  Chron.  17:1-27) 
David  became  possessed  with  guilt  that  he 
himself  dwelt  in  a  lovely  house,  but  the  Lord’s 
dwelling  on  earth  was  limited  to  a  tent.  He 
sp(Ae  with  Nathan  about  this  matter,  and  at 
first  the  prophet  approved  of  his  desire  to  build 
God  a  temple  Then  the  Lord  reversed  Nathan’s 
decision  (even  though  Nathan  said  at  first  that 
the  “Lord  was  with”  David  in  the  plan  —  see 
II  Sam.  7:3);  thus  Nathan  had  to  return  to 
David  and  tell  him  that  his  son  would  build  the 
Temple  and  not  David  himself. 

David  as  a  lesson  that  God  looks  on  our 
hearts  and  motives  (I  Kgs.  8:17-19) 

We  need  to  hear  again  the  key  passage 
especially  one  verse:  ‘Whereas  it  was  in  your 
heart  to  build  a  house  for  my  name  you  did  well 
in  that  it  was  in  your  heart . . .”  (I  I^s.  8:18). 
We  live  in  a  time  when  everything  is  concen¬ 
trated  on  outward  show  and  actions.  The 
Pharisees  in  Jesus’  time  were  conconed  about 
keeping  613  commandments  and  Uwught, 
thoelw,  that  God  was  pleased,  but  Jesus  pi^- 
ed  theu-  bubble  of  outward  show  and  religiixis 
pretense  by  remiiKling  them  (and  us)  that  God 


misued  his  master’s  money.  When  Jesus  then 
said  that  we  should  also  te  concerned  ab(Mit 
giving  all  of  the  money  we  could  to  win  the  lost, 
they  mocked  Jesus  (Luke  16:1-13).  Jesus 
responded,  “You  are  those  who  justify 
yourselves  before  men  but  Ctod  knows  your 
hearts”  (Lk.  16:15).  God  kninvs  and  accepts 
genuine  worship,  and  he  rejects  worship  done 
in  a  deceitful  spirit.  This  is  why  the  writer  of 
Proverbs  said,  “. . .  the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked 
is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  but  the  prayer 
of  the  upright  is  his  delight”  (15:8). 

Consiwr  again  the  event  (rf  Jesus  noticing  the 
way  that  Thmple  giving  was  done  in  his  day. 
A  certain  widow  who  had  only  two  small  coins 
(in  value  even  less  than  one  of  (hit  pennies) 
gave  all  that  she  had,  and  Jesus  said  that  as 
God  consi()ered  the  matter  she  had  given  more 
than  everyone  else  because  she  had  given  her 
utmost  (Mk.  12:41-44;  Lk.  21:1-4). 

Remember  what  Jesus  said  about  true 
religiiMi,  and  undefiled,  bef(H?e  God  our  Father, 
and  that  type  which  will  be  acceptable  on  the 
day  of  judl^ent  (Mt.  25:31-46).  Jesus  said  that 
those  persons  who  love  him  and  give  to  the 
needy,  not  even  expecting  to  be  rewarded,  will 
be  the  ones  whom  the  Lord  treats  mercifully 
when  we  stand  before  him. 


In  the  parable  of  the  workers  in  the  vineyard, 
Jesus  te^  us  about  some  workers  who  worked 
only  for  money  (Mt.  20:1-16).  He  tells  of  others 
who  trusted  the  landlord’s  character  —  that  he 
would  pay  them  decently.  And  their  trust  was 
not  misplaced:  the  landlord  paid  them  each  a 
denarius  (the  usual  pay),  even  for  working  part 
time.  The  emphasis  here  should  be  placed  on 
motives.  Some  were  faithful  simply  knowing 
that  they  would  not  be  mistreated  by  the  owner 
of  the  ground,  from  which  they  were  gathering. 
(Jod  is  faithful.  We  are  to  trust  him  when  all  else 
gives  way  and  leaves  us  to  question  everything 
else  He  is  faithful,  and  those  who  trust  him  will, 
in  the  end,  find  him  fully  trustworthy.  David  did 
well  in  that  he  wanted  to  build  a  temple  to  God. 
God  chose  him  to  manifest  grace  through  his 
life  —  by  raising  up  a  house  for  David,  through 
whom,  ultimately,  Jesus,  David’s  distant  heir, 
was  finally  bom. 

Luke  tells  us  that  this  promise  was  ultimate¬ 
ly  fulfilled,  not  in  Solomon,  but  in  Jesus  our 
Savior  —  through  nothing  that  David  had  done, 
but  totally  through  the  gra(%  of  G(xi  (Luke  1:32, 
33).  Christians  can  profit  still  more  by  realiz¬ 
ing  that  Jesus  saw  himself  as  the  new  Temple 
(John  2:18ff.)  and  through  the  resurrection  the 
-ultimate  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy  coine  to 
pass,  with  God  raising  up  David’s  offspring. 

Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology, 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Help  us  name  the  ShoeStringKids. 
In  the  spaces  below,  give  each  person 
a  name  and  age. 

Mail  this  section  to; 

Darrell  Vandergriii 
720  Watson  Branch  Road 


Franklin.  TN  37064 
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Philip 

Demas 
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Luke 
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Peter 

Stephen 

John  the  Baptist 


Inner  cities  called  ‘‘Samarias” 


OMAHA,  Neb.  (BP)  —  The  inner  ci¬ 
ty  is  America’s  “modern-day 
Samaria,”  says  a  home  missionary 
whose  ministry  revolves  around  the 
inner  city. 

Just  as  Samaria  was  avoided  in 
biblical  times,  Duane  McCormick 
says  today’s  Christians  “don’t  want  to 
go  to  the  inner  city.  They  drive  around 
it.  They  don’t  know  what  it’s  like  to  live 
in  the  ghetto.” 

After  23  years  as  directors  of  the 
Baptist  Mission  Center  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  McCormick  and  his  wife,  Betty, 
say  life  in  the  ghetto  can  be  a  life  of 
fear  and  frustration. 

McCormick  describes  Omaha’s  in¬ 
ner  city  as  a  place  where  blacks, 


Anglos  and  native  Americans  “live  on 
the  public  dole.”  Single  parent 
households  are  the  norm. 

“We’ve  seen  the  second  and  third 
generation  of  families  here.  The  com¬ 
mon  lifestyle  is  a  parade  of  men  in 
those  homes.  They  accept  that  as  nor¬ 
mal.” 

In  that  environment,  the  McCor¬ 
micks  are  role  models.  “It’s  not  un¬ 
common  for  children  to  say,  T  want  to 
go  home  with  you.’  Occasionally  they 
do.” 

McCormick  tells  of  one  family 
where  the  father  was  an  alcoholic. 
The  mother  “was  as  tough  as  a  tiger. 
She  had  to  be.  It  was  the  only  way  she 


could  survive.” 

The  couple  had  five  sons  and  two 
daughters  whom  McCormick  says 
“grew  up  in  fear  —  fear  of  their  father 
and  their  neighborhood.”  But  four  of 
the  children  went  through  the  Bible 
program  at  the  mission  center.  They 
became  Christians  and  were  baptiz¬ 
ed  and  are  now  leading  productive 
lives. 

Such  success  stories  are  rare, 
however.  “We  experience  a  lot  of 
failure  if  you  look  at  it  from  the  eyes 
of  the  world.” 

Yet  McCormick’s  commitment  to 
his  Samaria  is  as  clear  as  his  deep 
blue  eyes.  “I  get  discouraged,  but  I 
don’t  want  to  do  anything  else.  , 


Hi! 

My  name  is  Molly  Jeffcoat.  I’m  11 
years  old.  I  live  in  McComb, 
Mississippi.  I  also  go  to  church  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  McComb.  I 
like  swimming,  drawing,  reading, 
writing,  playing  basketball,  and  I  love 
playing  with  animals.  I  would  really 
like  it  if  a  boy  or  girl  would  write  to 
me.  I  really,  really,  really,  etc.,  want 
a  pen  pal.  Please  send  a  picture  of  you 
if  you  can. 

Love, 

Molly 
My  address  is: 

Molly  Jeffcoat 

3(W3  Delaware  Extension 

McComb,  Mississippi  39648 


Hi!  " 

My  name  is  Mignon  Nelson.  I  am  14 
years  old  and  I  attend  Christ  Baptist 
Church  in  Greenwood,  MS.  Please 
write  me  and  send  a  picture,  if  possi¬ 
ble.  I  enjoy  cheerleading,  basketball, 
and  playing  softball.  If  you  are  a 
Christian  boy  or  girl  and  are  in¬ 
terested  in  having  a  p>en  pal,  please 
write  me. 

Love  in  Christ, 

Mignon  Nelson 
My  address  is: 

604  Cypress  Ave. 

Greenwood,  MS  38930 

Hi!  ■ 

My  name  is  Jayne  Blailock.  I  am  10 
years  old.  My  mom  homeschools  me. 
I  live  in  Osyka,  Miss.  I  want  a  girl  or 
boy  to  write  me  soon.  Please  send  a 
picture  of  yourself. 

Love,  Jayne 
Rt.  2,  Box  S5A 
Osyka,  MS  38657 


Hi,  my  name  is  Amanda  Deaton, 
I’m  91/i  years  of  age.  I  go  to  First  Bap¬ 
tist  dliurch.  Some  of  my  hobbies  are: 
swimming,  dancing,  gymnastics, 
singing,  reading,  and  more.  I  would 
like  a  boy  or  girl  to  write  me.  Please 
send  a  picture  or  frfione  number  if  you 
can. 

Love  always, 

Amanda  Deaton 
Rt.  2,  Box  309 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 

Hi! 

My  name  is  Ihresa  McNeil.  I  am  12 
years  old.  I  go  to  Leaf  River  Baptist 
Church.  I  would  love  for  anyone  to 
write  me.  My  hobbies  include  swim¬ 
ming,  playing  the  piano,  reading,  and 
going  to  church.  Please  send  a  picture. 
Bye. 

Love  in  C^irist, 

Teresa  McNeil 
My  address  is: 

Rt.  1,  Box  129A 
Louin,  MS  39338 

HeUo! 

My  name  is  Rachel  Kolb.  I  attend 
Sou^  Pontotoc  Junior  High  School.  I 
am  13  and  in  the  seventh  grade.  My 
hobbies  are  going  uptown,  shopping, 
and  talking  on  the  telephone.  I  would 
appreciate  a  letter  from  a  good  (Hiris- 
tian  pen  pal.  I  would  like  to  have  a  pic¬ 
ture  also. 

Your  friend, 

Rachel  Kolb 
Rt.  3,  Box  216 
Pontotoc,  MS  38863 

ir.o 

I  o 
4-0 
i/)  r- 


Young  musicians  festival 


A  group  of  Partnway,  Jackson,  youngsters  relax  outside  MC’s  Coliseum. 


draws  1,400 

The  state  Young  Musicians  Choral 
Festival  drew  over  1,400  participants 
to  the  Mississippi  College  campus  for 
the  April  6  meeting.  'There  were  65 
churches  represent^  and  28  choirs 
were  adjudicated  in  a  Friday  night 
meeting. 

Bill  Green,  associate  professor  of 
church  music  at  Southwestern 
Seminai7,  was  the  guest  musician  for 
the  festival.  The  Young  Musicians  of 
North  Oxford  (Tiurch  provided  the 
drama  characters,  and  HUey  Dedman 
and  David  Eastland  were  clowning 
characters  in  a  special  feature. 

'The  theme  “Here  fs  My  Life”  pro¬ 
vided  for  worship,  special  choral  ex¬ 
periences,  and  “the  way  to  salvation” 
skit.  After  the  morning  of  features  and 
rehearsals,  the  festival  concert  was 
presented  in  the  early  afternoon. 
Sarah  Thlley,  consultant  for  preschool 
children,  was  the  festival  coordinator. 


Bill  Smith  of  Southwestern  Seminary 
was  guest  musician  for  the  state  Young 
Musicians’  Choral  festival. 
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April  25,  1991 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


